
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Problems 

For English learning, grammar becomes an important aspect in order to be able to 

express feelings, and to use English appropriately and effectively. It is acknowledged that 

grammar is the rule of language for changing the form of words and constructing them into 

sentences. In addition, it is the formal study of the structure of a language and describes 

how words fit together in meaningful constructions. In short, it is a description of a 

language and the way in which units such as words and phrases are combined to produce 

sentences in the language. 

Grammar should be mastered by students because it is important for students in their 

learning process. In addition, the students should be mastered their grammar it also 

important, for it necessary for the students to understand and do the tasks. Ideally, students 

are expected to have good mastery in grammar in order to help them more active in 

learning process since it becomes foundation for students to make sentences. Then, the 

sentences can be classified as acceptable or grammatically if the students follow the rules 

of grammar. Students must have some aspects to master the grammar like understanding 

the using of part of speech, mastery much vocabulary in regular and irregular verb, and 

tenses in the sentences. 



 

 

To make the sentences grammatically, there should consist of units such as words and 

phrases which are combined grammatically. There are kinds of sentences in English. One 

of the sentences relates with students’ English learning in the classroom is conditional 

sentence. Conditional sentences expresses the sentences conditionally. It is used to show 

that the action in the main clauses (without if) can only take place if a certain condition (in 

the clause with if) is fulfilled. 

In facts, some problems were found in the eleventh grade students of MAN 1 North 

Lampung Academic year 2016/2017. The students’ grammar mastery was still poor 

especially in conditional sentences, due to less motivation to learn English grammar 

specifically, seem to had bad habit in learning grammar, they were busy with their own 

activities such as speaking with their seatmate, eating in the classroom, playing handphone 

and did many others activities during the learning process. In addition, they seem had low 

interest in English learning process since the teacher still did not had interesting method 

while teaching in the class and this condition made the students’ was bored in the learning 

process. It means that the learning process in the class was still uneffective for students. As 

a result, they got low score in grammar mastery in conditional sentences. 

In concrete, another problems of teaching and learning process at the school can be 

seen by the students’ score in the students’ midterm test on Wednesday, September 28th 

2016 in English subject. The teacher said that the score was not what the teacher expected. 

She explained the school passing grade (KKM) for English subject in MAN 1 North 

Lampung was 75. The sum of students’ score can be seen in the table below: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TABLE 1 

THE STUDENTS’ SCORE IN MIDTEST OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE OF MAN 

1 NORTH LAMPUNG IN ACADEMIC YEAR 2016/2017 

 

No 
Interval 

Score 

Classes 

Total 
Percentage 

% 
XI 

IIS 3 

XI 

IIS 4 

1 52—55 1 2 3 4.61% 

2 56—59 8 7 15 23.08 % 

3 60—63 6 7 13 20% 

4 64—67 4 1 5 7.69% 

5 68—71 8 8 16 24.61% 

6 72—75 6 3 9 13.85% 

7 76—79 1 3 4 6.15% 

Total 34 31 65 100 % 

Succeed 1 4 5 7.69 % 

Failed 33 27 60 92.31 % 
        Source: English Teacher of  MAN 1 North Lampung academic year 2016/2017. 

 

 

Based on the table above, it can be seen that from two classes or 65 students 

followed the test, there were 60 students or 92,31% whose the score under the school 

passing grade (KKM), and there were only 5 students or 7.69% can pass the school passing 

grade ( see appendix 1 and 2 on page 57 and 58). It means that students’ grammar mastery 

at grade eleven three and four of the social students of MAN 1 North Lampung academic 

year 2016/2017 is still poor. 

Meanwhile, in addition to make students successfully in their learning process, the 

students should master their ability in a sentence. Actually, to make the sentence clearly 

they must know the meaning after combine some words to be a sentence. To show how 

words are combined, arranged or changed to certain kinds of meaning, it is supported by 

the mastery in conditional sentences. 

Besides, to express their mastery in conditional sentence, it can be supported by the 

method which used by the teacher while teaching the material. The teacher still used the 

general method in teaching like use cooperative learning in teaching process. In addition, 

the teacher have not applied the good method while teaching, they just take the students to 



 

 

understand the material by reading the book, make a group, but they do not ask the 

students to present the material they got. If triggers the researcher to apply another method 

which can be used by the teacher in teaching process especially in grammar. The 

researcher want to use one of the method in cooperative teaching learning is Make a match 

method. Make a match is one of the learning method which can be used by the teacher to 

increase the students’ active participation while teaching process. 

Make a match method or find a partner is one alternatives teaching way that can be 

applied in teaching grammar especially conditional sentences. This method is assumed to 

be able to help the teacher to increase the active participation of students in the classroom 

because to learn grammar in the class, students must be supported by such interesting 

method to make them understand the material and enjoy the process of teaching and 

learning. This method starting from the techniques that the students were told to look for 

pairs of cards that is the answer or question before the deadline, can match the cards were 

given points. Make a match or find a partner developed by Curran in Eliya (2009) 

explained that Make a Match is an activity the students to look for pairs of cards that is the 

answer to a matter before the deadline, students can match the cards will be given points 

and the not managed to match the cards will be punished in accordance with what has been 

agreed. Decision teacher in a classroom setting should be adjusted to the conditions and 

environment of the classroom and school. The advantage of this technique is that students 

seeking a partner while learning about a concept or topic in a pleasant atmosphere. 

In short,based on several problems above, to examine the effectiveness of make a 

match method in teaching grammar especially in conditional sentences, the researcher 

wants to apply one this method in MAN 1 North Lampung because some teacher said that 

the score of students’ skill in English was not what the teacher expected and it was under 

the school passing grade (KKM) for English subject. In addition, the teaching grammar in 



 

 

that school is still less and they do not focus on grammar mastery. In addition, to Make a 

Match method is assumed as one of cooperative learning which can be able to build up 

students’ interest and to encourage their participation in the learning process which then 

finally can lead to influence students’ grammar mastery in conditional sentences. 

 Therefore, in this case the researcher is interested in conducting a research with the 

entittled “The Influence of Make A Match method toward students’ grammar mastery in 

conditional sentences at the eleventh grade of MAN 1 north lampung academic year 

2016/2017.”  

 

1.2 Identification of the Problems 

Based on the background of the problems above, the researcher identified some 

problems as follows; 

1. the students’grammar mastery was still poor; 

2. the students due to less motivation to learn English grammar; 

3. the students seem had bad habit in learning grammar; 

4. the students seem had low interest in English learning process; 

5. the teacher still did not had interesting method while teaching; 

6. the learning process was still uneffective for students; 

7. The students were had low score in grammar mastery. 

8. The influence of make a match method toward students’ grammar mastery in 

conditional sentences. 

 

1.3 Limitation of the Problem 



 

 

To go with the identification of the problems, the researcher limits the problems into 

“the influence of make a match method toward students’ grammar mastery in conditional 

sentences at the eleventh grade of MAN 1 North Lampung academic year 2016/2017”. 

 

1.4 Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem, the research can be formulated as follows: “is 

there significant influence of make a match method toward students’ grammar mastery in 

conditional sentences at the eleventh grade of MAN 1 North Lampung academic year 

2016/2017?” 

 

1.5 Objective of the Research 

In this research, the researcher wants to find out whether or not make a match method 

can influence students’ grammar mastery in conditional sentences at the eleventh grade of 

MAN 1 North Lampung academic year 2016/2017. 

 

1.6  Uses of the Research 

The researcher hopes that the result of this research will have both theoretically and 

practically uses. 

1. Theoretically 

The result of this research is expected to be able to support the existing theories about 

grammar mastery and similar research findings from the previous research conducted by 

others researcher. 

 

2. Practically 



 

 

Practically is expected that the results of this study are useful for the following parties: 

a. For the English Teacher 

 Asan information for the English teachers about influence of make a match method 

toward students’ grammar mastery in conditional sentences as a positive feedback. 

 

b. For the next researcher 

 As the additional reference for the next researcher who want to conduct a research 

with the same interest about the influence of make a match method toward students’ 

grammar mastery in conditional sentences. 

 

 

 

c. For the Students 

 This research was hopefully can provide an experience for students in grammar and 

knowing the influence of make a match method toward students’ grammar mastery in 

conditional sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


