
 

 

 

CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW  

 

 

2.1 Theory Review 

2.1.1 Definition  of Reading 

 

Reading is one of the important skills that must be mastered by students 

who want to achieve their proficiency in English. Reading is a method that 

can be used to communicate with other people. Through reading, students 

obtain a lot of information and knowledge that might be useful for them. 

Reading is process shaped partly by the text, partly by the reader‟s 

background, and the partly by the situation the reading occurs in 

(Hunt,2004:137). As for again, reading is decoding and understanding written 

texts. Decoding requires translating the symbols of writing systems (including 

braille) into the spoken words they represent while understanding is 

determined by the purposes for reading, the context, the nature of the text, 

and the reader‟s strategies and knowledge (Cline et al, 2006:2) .However, it is 

not easy to be a good reader, especially if the English text is complex. 

Students need to understand more about the main ideas of the reading text. 

Reading is a thinking to increase comprehension should concentrate on 

improving the thinking skill. Harris and Smith also state that reading is both a 

visual and non visual activity in which two types of information are involved. 



Reading is an extraordinary achievement when one considers the number of 

levels and components that must be mastered. It means that when the reader 

reads, the reader must understand and mastered some component of the text 

(McNamara, 2007:3). 

Reading is an active process because of the interaction between thought 

and language.It means that when someone read a reading text, the reader use 

thought and language to get meaning of the text. Besides, reading is an 

functioning skills, where the reader intercommunicates with the text. It means 

that if a reader finds an interesting reading passage, reader‟s mind is fully 

enganged in trying to understand the text. 

According to Brown (2004:189), reading is a process of negotiating 

meaning to the texts for understanding. In this case reading is a way or process 

to obtain information from a text. Reading comprehension is of two related 

processes: word recognition and comprehension. Word recognition refers to the 

process of understanding how written symbols correspond to one's spoken 

language. Comprehension is the process of understanding connected words, 

sentences, and texts.It appropriate with that comprehension is the interpretation 

of the information in the text, the use of prior knowledge to interpret this 

information and ultimately, the construction of a coherent representation or 

picture in the reader‟s mind of what the text is about (McNamara,2007:28). 

According to Burhan (2012:9) Reading is a physic and mental activity to 

reveal the meaning of the written text, while in that activity there is a process 

of knowing letters. It is called as a physic activity because the parts of body, 



our eyes particularly, do it. And it is called as mental activity because 

perception and memory parts of thought are involved in it. 

Based on the quotes from the experts above, it can be concluded that 

reading is a process of decoding and understanding. It is physical and memory. 

Reading is not only about the text but also the reader's background and past 

experiences because the reader will establish a relation between new 

information and background knowledge and past experiences. When reading, 

the reader tries to interpret the meaning through the written text of the 

transaction to obtain understanding. 

2.1.2 Purpose of Reading  

Reading activity is not an activity that is not purposeful. According to 

Ahuja (2010: 15), formulating nine reasons someone reads. 

The reasons are as follows. 

1. To laugh. 

2. To relive everyday experiences. 

3. To enjoy emotional life with other people. 

4. To satisfy curiosity, especially why people do things their way. 

5. To enjoy dramatic situations as if experiencing it yourself. 

6. To obtain information about the world we live in. 

7. To feel the presence of people and enjoy places we've never seen. 

8. To find out how smart we guess and solve problems from the 

author. 

There are 7 reading objectives( via Tarigan, 2008: 9-11). The seven 

goals are as follows: 



1. Obtain details or facts (reading for details or facts). 

2. Get the main ideas (reading for main ideas). 

3. Knowing the sequence or arrangement, the organization of the 

story (reading for sequence or organization). 

4. Reading aims to summarize the content contained in the reading 

(reading for inference). 

5. Grouping or classifying the type of reading (reading to classify). 

6. Assessing or evaluating the content of discourse or reading 

(reading to evaluate). 

7. Comparing or contrasting the content of reading with real life 

(reading to compare or contrast). 

The various reading objectives stated above are specific objectives. The 

purpose of reading in general is to obtain information, include content, and 

understand the meaning contained in the reading material. By reading, one can 

broaden horizons and knowledge. 

 

 

2.1.3 Reading Skill 

Reading skills consist of two big elements, there are microskills and 

macroskills (Brown,2010:187-188). The microskills are: 

1. Distinguishing between distinctive patterns and English orthography. 

2. Maintaining language chunks of different lengths in short-term memory. 

3. Processing speed is efficient to fit the goal. 



4. Recognize the gist of words, and interpret word order patterns and their 

significance. 

5. Recognizes grammatical word classes (nouns, verbs, etc.), systems 

(e.g.agreement, plural), patterns, rules, and forms of ellipses. 

6.  Recognizing that certain meanings can be expressed in different 

grammatical forms. 

7. Recognize cohesive devices in written discourse and their role in marking 

the relationships between and between clauses. 

 

Meanwhile, the macroskills contains: 

1. Recognizing the rhetorical form of written discourse and its significance 

for interpretation. 

2.  Recognizing the communicative function of written text according to form 

and understanding. 

3. Referring to non-explicit contexts by means of backgrounds. 

 

Good reader must know the reading skill, according to Brown (2001:308) 

there are : 

1. Scanning 

Scanning is a quickly searching for some particular piece of information in 

a text.  Scanning  exercises  may  ask  students  to  look  for  names  or dates,  

to  find  a  definition  of  a  key concept,  or  to  list  a  certain  number  of  

supporting  details.  The  purpose  of  scanning  is  to  extract  specific  

information  without  reading  through  the  whole text. 



2. Skimming 

Skimming consists of quickly running one‟s eyes across a whole text (such 

as an essay, article, or chapter) for its gist. It gives readers the advantages of 

being able to predict the purpose of the passage, the main topic, or message, 

and possibly some of the developing or supporting ideas. When skimming, 

we go through the reading material quickly in order to get the  gist of  it,  to  

know how it is  organized,  or to get an idea  of the tone  or  the  intention  

of  the  writer.  Therefore, skimming  is  a  more  thorough  activity  which 

requires an overall view of the text and implies a definite reading 

competence. 

2.1.4  Types of Reading 

Besides the skill of reading there are four types of reading. Based on Patel 

and Jain (2008:117-123) the types of reading: 

 

a. Intensive Reading 

Intensive reading is related to further in language learning under the 

teacher‟s guidance. Intensive reading will provide a basic for explaining 

difficulties of structure and for extending knowledge of vocabulary and 

idioms. Intensive reading material will be the basis for classroom activity. 

It will not only be read but will be discussed in detail in the target 

language, sometimes analyzed and used as a basis for writing exercises. 

Intensive reading is text reading or passage reading. In this reading the 

learner read the text to get knowledge or analysis. The goal of this reading 



is to read shorted text. This reading is done to carry out to get specific 

information. 

b. Extensive Reading  

Extensive reading is used to obtain a general understanding of a 

subject and includes reading longer texts for pleasure. The reader wants to 

know about something. The reader doesn‟t care about specific or important 

information after reading. Usually people read for to keep them update. 

c. Reading Aloud 

Reading aloud is basic form of classroom organization and disciplines. 

In reading aloud, the students are confronted with written sentences which 

haven‟t spoken before. The aim of reading aloud is the achievement or 

better speaking ability and the pronunciation of the students.  

According to Elizabeth (2004:286-288) aloud reading means reading a 

book by producing sounds audible to other. Reading aloud by the teacher 

can help the students in the improvement of their listening ability. Reading 

aloud is useful at specific moment alone. Reading aloud prevents the 

students from learning to understand the meaning of a sentence even when 

he may not know one word in the sentence. 

d. Silent Reading 

Silent reading is a very important skill in teaching of English. This 

reading should be employed to increase reading ability among learners. 

Silent reading is done to acquire a lot of information. Silent reading must 

be based on student‟s selected text. Silent reading enables the students to 

read completely silently without making sounds and moving his lips. It 



helps him read with speed, ease and fluency. It aids comprehension and 

expands the student‟s vocabulary. According to Elizabeth (2004: 287-288) 

silent reading means reading something without producing sounds audible 

to other. In silent reading the students can more easily work at their own 

material pace or speed. 

 

The conclusion, there are several types of reading. The first type of 

intensive reading will give a basis for explaining structural difficulty and for 

expanding science of vocabulary and idioms. It will also provide material for 

developing greater language control in speech and writing. Then in extensive 

reading will train students to read immediately and fluently in the objective  

language for fun, without the help of the teacher. Extensive reading can 

provide as the basis for verbal reports, to the whole class, or complete class 

discussion. This may be a resource for written contexture in which students 

with particular problems arise from the subject in the book. In silent reading, 

this reading should be used to improve reading skills between students. Silent 

reading is used to obtain a lot of information. The teacher must make them read 

silently when and when they can read without difficulty. Reading plays an 

important part in the English language. Teachers should see that reading aloud 

practice should be given at the elementary level because of the basic 

pronunciation of words. 

 

 

 



2.1.5 Teaching Reading 

Reading is complex skill. The process of learning reading is not easy. 

The teacher need to concern to the process of teaching reading also. In 

learning English at school, students strive to be able to read English text 

which is an important skill to achieve their English learning goals. Reading 

is useful for other goals where every coruscation to English is a good object 

for language students. Reading text provides a good model for writing 

English. They also serve opportunities to learn languages such as 

vocabulary, grammar, punctuation, and how we structure sentences, 

paragraphs and text. Finally, good reading can introduce interesting topics, 

simulated simulations, respond to imaginative responses, and serve as 

stepping stones to prepared and engaging lessons. 

There are some principle of teaching reading as mentioned below 

(Harmer,2007:101). 

a. Reading is not a passive skill 

b. Engange students with what they are reading 

c. Encourage students to be responsive to the content of reading text not 

only the language. 

d. Prediction is higher factor in reading 

e. Match the task with the topic 

f. Good teacher exploit reading to whole texts. 

Clearly, There four principles in teaching reading. The first is meaning-

focused input. Practise and training in reading should be done for a range of 

reading purpose. Reading should have purpose such as reading to search for 



information, reading to learn, reading for fun, reading to intergrate information, 

reading to critique text, and reading to write. Moreover, Students should be 

doing reading that is appropriate to their language proficiency level. The 

second is meaning-focused output. Reading should be related to other language 

skill. The course should involve listening, speaking and writing activities 

related to the reading. The third is language-focused learning. The students 

should be given training and practice in a range of reading strategies. The 

fourth is fluency development. Students should be helped and pushed to 

develop fluency in reading, students should enjoy reading and feel motivated to 

read and students should read a lot. This can be monitored and encourage 

through the use of extensive reading and issue logs (Nation, 2009:6). 

In addition to the process of teaching reading, there are  three 

components in teaching reading that should be noticed. The first is reason for 

reading. There are many reason why students getting to read. Such as students 

want to be able to read either for their careers, for study purpose or simply for 

pleasure. The second is raeding levels. When the students asked to read, the 

success of this activity will depend in the level of the text which they asked to 

the work with. The third component is skim text. Students should be able to 

skim the text if they raise their gaze to the surface for an overview. The last 

component is encouraging students to read extensively. Disscusing is one the 

ways which the students can be encouraged to read extensively. Feedback is 

also needed, students have an opportunity to give feedback what they read and 

get information what they read (Harmer,2007:99). 



From these principles of teaching raeding and the components ogf teaching 

reading. It can give rise to activities and can provide the opportunity for a useful. 

Deliberate focus on language features. Also it can be conclude that through 

principles for teaching reading, it hopes the teaching reading, it hopes the 

teaching and learning in reading activity will be more usefull. 

2.1.6 Reading Comprehension 

2.1.6.1 Definition of Reading Comprehension 

Reading is probably one of the skills a person can acquire. Reading 

comprehension is one of the pillars of the act of reading. If requires the reader to 

actually know and understand what they are reading. If persons have excellent 

decoding skills, but are not fully able to understand what they are reading, then 

they are simply word calling and not truly reading (Harvey,2011). 

Based on Grellet (2008:3) Reading comprehension is understands a written 

texts means extracting the required information from it as efficiently as possible. 

Based on Klingner (2012:2) Reading comprehension is “the process of 

constructing meaning by coordinating a number of complex procesess that 

included word reading, word and word knowledge, and fluency”. This refers to 

the ability to interpret words, understand the meaning and relationship between 

the ideas conveyed in a text. He summarizes the reading comprehension 

instructions for the teacher in the following three-step procedure: mentioning, 

practicing and assessing. The teacher mentions the skills students want to use 

later, they give them the opportunity to practice those skills through workbooks 

or worksheets, and finally assess whether they have successfully used those 

skills or not. 



To understand a text, a reader must construct the meaning of the written text. 

Lems, et al. (2010:170) stated that reading comprehension is the ability to 

construct meaning from a given written text. Reading comprehension is not a 

static competency, it varies according to the purpose for reading and text that is 

involved. Additionally, reading comprehension is an interactive process of 

meaning construction. Meanwhile, Samuels (2007) in Lems, et al. (2010:108) 

put it even more simply: “In order to comprehend a text, one must identify the 

words on the page and one must construct their meaning”. 

Furthermore, there are three components needed in reading comprehension. 

That are the reader, the text and the activity. The first element is the reader who 

is doing the comprehending. A reader, when he or she tries to comprehend a 

text, brings all his capacities, abilities, knowledge and experience tp the act of 

reading. The text that is to comprehend is also has a large effect on reading 

comprehension. The third element is the activity in which comprehension is a 

part (Snow, 2012:11). This comprehend the purposes, processes, and 

consequences assosiated with the serve of reading. These three components are 

connected in the reading process. 

Referring to the quotes of the experts above, it can be ignored that reading 

comprehension as the purpose of reading is not only a process of recognizing 

words but also the process of constructing and understanding the meaning of a 

written text to obtain information correlated to the text and also to give students 

pleasure. In addition, reading comprehension can be seen as the ability to find 

the author's ideas that are expressed or not in the text. The quintessence of 

reading comprehension is understanding all the information conveyed by the 



author. It also refers to the ability to relate words in a text, to understand ideas 

and the relationship between the ideas delivered in a text. 

2.1.6.2 Level of  Reading Comprehension  

Teachers need to be aware that there are actually four main levels or 

strands of comprehension (Burns, et al. (2009:177) in Charn. Those levels are as 

follows:  

1. Literal Level 

At the literal level, facts are implemented. Literal level reading for literal 

understanding, which involves obtaining information directly expressed in 

a choice, is important in and of it and is also a prerequisite for higher level 

understanding. 

There are some bases of literal comprehension: 

1. Recognize the main idea expressed 

The main idea of the paragraph is the main thought in which the 

entire paragraph is organized. This is often, but not always, expressed 

in the topic sentence. 

2. Recognize the details stated 

Certain sections, stated explicitly from paragraphs or sections 

containing basic information, are the details on which the main ideas, 

cause-effect relationships, etc. are built. 

3. Recognizing the cause and effect stated 

Recognizing and understanding cause and effect relationships in a 

written passage is an important skill. It is a literal skill when stated 

explicitly. 



4.  Recognizing the sequence 

The sequence of events in a paragraph or section that occurs with 

words of the current, before, moment, time, not, after, and so on. 

2. Inferential Level 

Interpretive reading involves reading between the lines or making 

conclusions. 

Some skills for interpretative reading includes: 

1. Inferring cause relationships and effects that are not stated directly 

by a reader can deduce the causes and effects that have been 

implied in the material. Brain storming about cause and effect 

aloud can help students gain more skills in this area. 

2. Referring references 

Writing rarely, if ever, explicitly relates the relationship between 

pronouns and their references, so the task of determining 

references is an inferential task. It is iclude: infering referents of 

advers, inferring ommited words. 

3. Detecting mood 

Certain words and ways of using words that build the mood for 

stories, poetry, or other literary works. 

4. Drawing conclusion 

To attract attention, a reader must collect information gathered 

from several different sources or places within the same source. 

 

 



3. Critical Level 

In a critical level, the reader evaluates both what he read, the clarity, the 

accuracy, and magnification or visible bias. Critical reading 

comprehension on literal understanding and interpretive comprehension, 

and knotted ideas are very significant. Some of the considerations related 

to critical reading are about, mature criticism must pay attention and 

appraise the person who wrote the material. 

 

4. Creative Level 

In a creative level, readers can get information or ideas from what they 

have read and develop new ideas from them. Reader's creative level for 

new and original thinking. Creative readers must understand cause and 

effect relationships in a story so well that they know why the character acts 

as passionately as he does at any given time. 

Based on the concepts above, it can be concluded  that reading 

comprehension is a complex intellectual reading process in interpreting the 

reader's text which appears at several  levels of complexity, namely the literal 

level,inferential level, the critical level, and the creativity level. 

2.1.6.3 The Strategies for Reading Comprehension 

To get better results in the language learning process, a good and 

suitable strategy in reading comprehension is needed. Reading 

comprehension is primarily a problem of developing appropriate and efficient 

understanding strategies (Brown,2008). There are ten strategies where they 

can be applied to class techniques which will be explained as follows: 



1. Identify the purpose of reading. 

In this strategy requires teachers to make students alert to 

reading something. It is needed to streamline reading during the 

teaching and learning process where, efficient reading of clearly 

identifies the purpose of reading something. Thus, students see 

what they are looking for and can eliminate disturbing information. 

2.  Use chart rules and patterns to help decoding from the bottom 

up (especially for beginner level learners). 

In the initial level of learning English, one of the difficulties in 

understanding students in learning to read is making 

correspondences between spoken and written English. In many 

cases, students are familiar with the spoken language and have 

difficulty learning English spelling rules. They may need love and 

explanation of certain orthographic rules of the English language 

and their specificities. While you can often assume that a one-to-

one grapheme-phoneme correspondence will be obtained easily, 

other relationships may prove difficult. 

3. Use efficient silent reading techniques for relatively fast 

understanding (for intermediate to advanced students). 

At intermediate to advanced levels, students don't need to be fast 

readers. They just need help increasing efficiency by using some 

silent reading rules taught by the teacher such as: 

a. You don't need to "say" every word to yourself. 



b. Try to visually see more than one word at a time, preferably 

phrases. 

c. Unless a word is really important for global understanding, 

skip it and try to deduce its meaning from the context. 

Beside from this basic guideline, if it helps help students become 

efficient readers, reading speed is usually not a problem for everyone but the 

at the very proficient students. Academic reading, for example, is something 

that at the very students can achieve by distributing whatever time they 

personally have for finishing subject. If the students can read 250 to 300 

words per minute, more on speed may not be needed. 

1.  Skim text for the main idea. 

Skimming be composed of a one-eye sprint across the text (such as 

an essay, chapter or article) to the point. Benefits of skimming readers 

in being able to forecast the purpose of a main topic,passage, message, 

and perhaps some developing or supporting idea. This gives them a 

head start as they begin to read with greater focus. 

2.  Scan the text for specific information. 

Scanning is a quick search technique for specific information in 

text. Exercises may ask students to look up names or dates, to find 

definitions of key concepts, or to list some supporting details. Purpose 

is a scan to essence certain information without reading the entire text. 

For academic English, scans are essential. In English, vocational or 

general, important scans in genres such as manuals, schedules, Forms, 

etc. 



 

 

3. Use semantic mapping or grouping. 

Readers can easily become overwhelmed by lengthy ideas or 

particulars, grouping ideas into clusters, or semantic mapping strategies, 

help readers give some direction to chaos. Making such semantic maps 

can be done individually, but makes a productive group work strategy 

when students push together the order and hierarchy of a section. 

4. Guess when you're not certain. 

Students can use guesses for this advantage to guess word 

meanings, grammatical relationships (eg, substitute words), cultural 

references, content messages, discourse relationships and inferred 

implicit meanings ("between lines"). They must use all their skills and 

make every effort to reach the goal with their hypothesis where the key 

to guessing the truth is accurate. We can help students become accurate 

predictors by encouraging them to use effective compensation strategies 

where they fill out forms within their competence with a smart effort to 

use whatever guidance is available to them. 

5. Vocabulary analysis. 

Analyzing what they know about the word is one way students 

guess when they don't immediately prepare a word. 

6. Distinguish between literal and implicit meanings. 

The fact that not all languages can be interpreted correctly with 

respect to the surface structure of the literature and syntax makes 



instructions specific to the reader. This requires the application of 

sophisticated top-down skills. The implicit meaning usually must be 

designed from pragmatic information processing. 

7. Use discourse markers to process relationships. 

A clear understanding of discourse markers can greatly improve 

students' reading comprehension. Discourse markers in English signal 

relationships between ideas expressed through phrases, clauses, and 

sentences. 

From the strategies above, there are many strategies that can be used in 

reading comprehension. Therefore, it can be concluded that a better way is to 

integrate and integrate several strategies that are appropriate to the situation in 

constructing reading based on student needs.  

2.1.6.4  Reading Assesment 

The purpose of reading is to measure students' ability in reading 

comprehension. The nature of reading assesment in the classroom context is 

should be directly and immediately related to the nature of the competencies to be 

measured. In assesing students reading comprehension, the teacher may use some 

types of test.There are some reading assessments that should apply by the teacher 

(Anderson,2002:206-232), as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 



1. integrative test 

An integrative test is a test to measure student learning 

outcomes in understanding more than one aspect of reading. It 

aims to assess more than both students' reading, but also how 

students understand texts and text messages. 

2. the cloze test and gap-filling test 

The cloze test is a test where the students have to select the 

selected text in each word count (usually 5 numbers and 12). 

The test taker must return some of the words that were deleted. 

But when it comes to filling the gaps in the test, students have 

to say a few words rationally. 

3. Multiple choice test  

Multiple choice test is a test where the teacher must answer 

each question and the choice of answers that must be answered 

correctly by students. It can assess various possible answers as 

distractions and students' thought processes when they are 

going to text.  

4.  Matching technique  

Matching technique is a technique of asking students to find 

a match with each other, such as looking for titles that match 

this paragraph. 

5.  Dichotomous technique 



Dichnotomous technique is a technique to test the students 

by present the statements that relate from the text. The teacher 

should present two answers choices for students. It can be true 

or false statements oand agree or dissgree about something. 

6. Short-answer techniques  

The short answer technique is a technique of testing 

students by letting them answer a question in a few words or 

short answers.  

7. Summary test  

The summary test is a test to see how students are 

performing and deduce ideas from the text after students have 

read the text. 

In addition to the process of assessing the text, it is important to be clear 

what aspects should be assessed. Namely vocabulary, generic structure, 

main ideas, unwritten information, references, inferences, linguistic 

vocabulary and idioms as well as understanding the author's goals. 

However, each learning level expects different aspects of reading to be 

mastered by students. 

In the following, researchers focus on multiple choice questions. There 

are usually several optional choices with one right answer and the other 

wrong. Then the indicator used is the intermediate level, as an indicator of 

reading comprehension. This is because the subjects of this study are middle 

school or junior high school students. 

 



2.2 Review of Previous Related Researches 

In the relation of the  Descriptive Quantitative research method, there 

are previous related research by Anisa the tittle is “Pengaruh Penataan 

Formasi Tempat Duduk U terhadap Peningkatan Motivasi Belajar Sejarah 

which is conducted in tenth grade social class of SMA Negeri Kotabumi. 

The result of the research shows there is significant influence by 

implementing letter U as seating arrangement. In this research, the 

researcher uses experimental study as research method. 

The next researcher is conducted by Suci Rahmadani in 2018 entittle 

“Student’s Learning Motivation under the Implementation of Letter U Seat 

Formation at the Ninth Grade of SMP N 7 Kotabumi  Lampung Utara 

Academic Year 2018/2019. The method used was descriptive quantitatve . 

The amount of sample in this research was 36 students. The data was 

collected through questionarry, The result of data analysis shows that there 

was 24 students (67%)  have medium motivation, 12 students (33%) have 

high motivation, and 0 students (0%) have low motivation. Therefore, it can 

be concluded that the implementation of Letter U seat formation resulted 

most of the students of ninth grade in SMP N 7 Kotabumi have medium 

level of learning motivation. 

From the previous research above, the researcher can conclude that 

understanding the reading text is very important for students and teachers to 

know. However, this research will focus on students' reading comprehension 

of the reading text. This is based on the results of preliminary studies that 

there are still many students who still have difficulty understanding. In 



addition, regarding the data research techniques and data analysis used in 

this research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


