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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

1.1 Background of the Problems 

 

Speaking is very important role for human in various daily activities. 

Speaking is one of language skills that serves to convey information verbally. 

Speaking means active in expressing ideas or messages. In conveying the 

message, the information delivered must be easily understood by other people so 

that communication can occur smoothly, and both of speaker and listener got the 

information. Furthermore, speaking brings considerable advantage to those who 

can do it well in many sides. Therefore, the most important thing is students 

should improve their speaking skill as their competence in English as a foreign 

language subject. Being able to speak fluently and correctly is the main objective 

of every language learner. 

Speaking has a very important social role in human life, because speaking 

is the common language skill to be used in the communication. Likewise, 

student's speaking achievement is very important for the development of their 

English skil, it showed different achievement between students who actively talk 

with students who passively talk. Speaking is an interactive process of 

constructing meaning that involves producing, receiving, and processing 

information. In addition, students as speaker were required to have skill in 

communication, in expressing thoughts, ideas, and feelings, and in capturing and 

conveying the information they receive when they are speaking. Not everyone has 
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the ability to speak properly and correctly. This indicates that the level of students' 

speaking ability are varies and different each other. Furthermore, since English is 

a foreign language in Indonesia, most of students are not familiar with it. The 

students mostly use English dominantly during the class only. In addition, during 

the class in the school, students have limited time to learn English in class, and 

have enough encouragement to practice English outside the class. This situation 

trigger a problem that make students have difficulties to communicate in English, 

also in SMK Negeri 2 Kotabumi. 

Based on pre observation where the researcher interviewed the English 

teacher of SMK Negeri 2 Kotabumi on April 12th 2020, many students at the 

twelfth grade of SMK Negeri 2 Kotabumi also face some problems. The problems 

are first, the students’ speaking achievement is still low. It is indicated by when 

they speaking, they cannot speak fluently. Then, some students cannot express 

their idea, mind, thought or oponion efficiently. This condition is because they 

had very limited vocabulary. In fact, there are only few students who able to speak 

properly. This indicates that most of students’ speaking achievement is very poor. 

The crucial difficulty faced by students can be seen from their result of 

English test especially in speaking on April 2020. The student’s achivement was 

not proper yet. Some students felt that the learning of speaking does not passed 

the passing grade score. It is because the students only memorize certain way to 

speak. It makes the learning proces becomes monotonous in only one way. This 

condition also affects to the students’ result of speaking achivement. The result of 

students’ achievement is summarized in the table below. 
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TABLE 1 

STUDENTS’ SPEAKING ACHIEVEMENT AT THE TWELFTH GRADE 

OF SEKOLAH MENENGAH KEJURUAN (SMK) NEGERI 2  

KOTABUMI IN ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/2021 

BASED ON OBSERVATION RESULT 

 

Score 

Class 
Total 

(percentage) 
AP AK PB PM TKJ 

1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 1 1 2 

20 - 29 3 2 2 0 2 2 0 0 2 0 2 15 4,30% 

30 - 39 2 6 1 0 3 1 0 0 2 1 2 18 5,16% 

40 - 49 6 6 7 0 3 4 0 0 2 5 4 37 10,60% 

50 - 59 4 8 6 0 3 0 0 0 3 10 13 47 13,47% 

60 - 69 6 5 5 7 3 1 0 21 1 19 14 82 23,50% 

70 - 79 7 4 6 23 14 18 14 9 7 0 0 102 29,23% 

80 - 89 6 4 5 3 4 5 17 1 3 0 0 48 13,75% 

Total 34 35 32 33 32 31 31 31 20 35 35 349 100% 

Source: Documentation of English Teacher 

Note: 

AP : Administrasi Perkantoran 

AK : Akuntansi  

TKJ : Teknik Komputer Jaringan 

PB : Perbankan 

PM : Pemasaran 

 

 

Based on the table above, it can be seen that many students of the twelfth 

grade students in SMK Negeri 2 Kotabumi academic year 2020/2021 get 

problems in English lesson. It is found that 199 students or 57.02% was not 

passed the score of passing grade yet that is >70. While, the students who can pass 

the passing grade only 150 students or 42.98%. This indicate that the learning 

process has not achieved the goals yet. As the result the student’ achievement is 

still poor. 

Based on the interview’s result with the English teacher on 27th June 

2019, the low achievement of students in speaking because they are difficult to 

express their ideas and thoughts with their limited vocabulary, so the students feel 

that studying speaking becomes boring and scary. The limitation of vocabulary 
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indicates that students’ speaking achivement is not proper yet. The students lack 

communicating his ideas in front of the class. It is supported by the teacher’s 

statements that students mostly memorizing, not comprehending.  

Therefore the interview also showed that the students also lack of self 

confidence while speaking process. Self-confidence was the attitude of someone 

who shows ability to master the conditions at certain moments. Some studies have 

explained that the success of language learning activities will not be achieved 

without self confidence (Huitt, 2004 & Khodadad, 2003, cited in Hayti 2008,; 

Brown, 1994, in Mubarok: 3). This means that, having proportional self 

confidence influence to the speaking performence that affected speaking 

achievement also for all language learning.  

Furthermore, Djamarah (in Andriani in Wahyuni, 2018:33) describes that 

self confidence is the base element that must be owned for getting success. 

Having enough self confidence encourage the students to achieve the goals of 

learning process. In contrast, lack of self confidence give much influence to the 

students’ speaking performance. Self confidence can affect the students in 

speaking fluently. With self confidence students enjoy themselves and could 

speak fluently to share their idea. Besides, lack of confidence can trigger students 

to be nervous that make students lost of what to speak.  

In addition, having proper self-confidence was not easy task. It is because 

students had to much practice speaking continuously and maximally in every 

chance to speak, such as being active in learning by giving an opinion or advice in 

every learning process and discussion or active in delivering many ideas. As 

stated before, conducting self-confidence for students is not easy process. Its also 
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relates to their knowledge and ability. Students with lack knowledge and ability 

can be sure have low self confidence to speak, the students’ tendency speaking is 

difficult. Even, some other students laughed to them when the students conducted 

poor speaking practice. As a result, most of students refused to speak. And as the 

result, the student’s achievement also not satisfying yet. Therefore, self-

confidence in speaking related to the learning materials which must be built or 

trained to improve the quality of students' speaking in the class because self-

confidence was one of the factors to be focused in achieving the goals of learning 

process.  

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested to conduct a 

research relates on the speaking achievement and self-confidence. Therefore, the 

research title is the correlation between students’ self-confidence and speaking 

achievement at twelfth grade of Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan (SMK) Negeri 2 

Kotabumi North Lampung academic year 2020/2021. 

 

1.2  Identification of the Problems 

Based on the background of the problems above, the researcher identifies 

several problems as follows; 

1. students’ speaking ability is still low; 

2. students’ vocabulary is very limited; 

3. students are hard to express their ideas and thoughts; 

4. students used monotonous way in speaking; 

5. students’ speaking achievement is still low; 

6. students felt bored in the class; 
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7. students lack of self confidence. 

 

1.3  Limitation of the Problem 

 Based on the identification of the problems above, the researcher limits the 

problem of the research on the correlation between students’ self-confidence and 

speaking achievement at twelfth grade of Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan (SMK) 

Negeri 2 Kotabumi North Lampung academic year 2020/2021. 

 

1.4  Formulation of the Problem 

Referring to the identification of the problem, the researcher formulates 

the problem with the question as follows: “Is there correlation between students’ 

self-confidence and speaking achievement at twelfth grade of Sekolah Menengah 

Kejuruan (SMK) Negeri 2 Kotabumi North Lampung academic year 2020/2021?” 

 

1.5  Objectives of the Problem 

In general, the objective of this research is to know whether there is 

correlation between students’ self-confidence and speaking achievement at twelfth 

grade of Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan (SMK) Negeri 2 Kotabumi North Lampung 

academic year 2020/2021. 

 

1.6  Uses of the Research 

The researcher hopes that the result finding of this research will give both 

theoretical and practical benefits. 
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1. Theoretically 

The result of this research is hoped to give information for the readers about 

the correlation between students’ self confidence and speaking achievement at 

twelfth grade of Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan (SMK) Negeri 2 Kotabumi 

North Lampung academic year 2020/2021. 

 

2. Practically 

a. For Teacher 

The teacher is informed that students’ self confidence has correlation to the 

students’ achievement. 

b. For the Students 

This research finding are hopped can encourage students to learn more 

actively in speaking to get satisfying achievement. 

c. For the Next Researcher 

The result of this research can be used as reference in conducting research 

on speaking achievement and self confidence in teaching and learning 

process.  

  


