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CHAPTER II 

THEORY REVIEW, FRAME OF THINKING, AND HYPOTHESIS 

 

2.1 Theory Review 

2.1.1 Concept of Reading Comprehension 

Reading have many definitions at generally. Grabe and Stoller (2002 : 9) 

says that reading is one of ways to draw information of the printed page and 

interpret the suitable information. Addition, Urquant and Weir in Grabe claimed 

that reading is a process on receiving and interpreting informations encoded in 

language via medium of print. They adds that reading recquires efficient 

knowledge of word and a given topic also and efficient knowledge of the 

language. Then, Wixson, et all (1987:57)  states “Reading is the process of 

constructing meaning through the dynamic interaction among: (1) the reader’s 

existing knowledge; (2) the information suggested by the text being read; and (3) 

the context of the reading situation”.  

From the definitions above, it can be simply into two conclusions. The 

first, reading as a process in which occur any interactions of reader and text to 

extract the information of the printed text. Second, in the process of extracting 

information, the reader needs to use of his or her prior knowledge and relate it to 

the content of text to create meaning. 

Tarigan (2008:7) says that reading is some process conducted and used by 

the readers to obtain the message, which is to be delivered by the writer through 

the medium of written language. It is a constant process of guessing and what one 

brings to the text is often more important than what one finds in it. 
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Harmer (2007:99)states “reading is needed for language acquisition as 

long as students more or less understand what they are reading, the more they 

read, the better they get it as explained that the more students read it the easier it is 

to get the message delivered text”. 

McNamara (2006:3) also defines reading as a best achievement when 

someone consider the number of levels and component that must be mastered. 

Then, Klingner (2007:2) adds that reading comprehension is “the process of 

constructing meaning by coordinating a number of complex processes including 

word reading, word and world knowledge, and fluency”. It refers, reading is an 

ability to interpreting words, understanding meaning, and relationship from the 

ideas in the text. 

As McNamara (2006:4) said that by comprehension, someone does not 

need to hardly effort and fastly at this course. In line with the previous definition, 

Nation (2009:71) says that comprehension is important to develop fluency in 

reading. Reading comprehension means reading with understanding. In other 

words, it same as with how to extract the informations as effiecient as possible. 

While learning reading comprehension with the scientific book, the reader usually 

recalling what they read to answer all of the questions. So, reading defines as a 

process of understanding the meaning from a piece of text. Besides, the 

vocabulary of students still low and sometimes they also still difficult to know the 

content of the reading text. 

From the all definitions above, the reseracher got the conclusion that 

reading comprehension is a complex process that reader should effort to construct 

an idea and then convey them to the text. During the process of constructing idea, 
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reader employs the various abilities on reading and connects to the he or his real 

world knowledge with knowledge in language. 

 

2.1.2  The Process of Reading 

Nunan (1993:101) says that “reading isa process to combining the 

informations of the text fluently and their own background knowledge to build 

meaning”. Reading also can defines as an active process that consists of 

recognition and comprehension skill. It can be classified for three stages : 

a. The stage of recognition 

At the stage, the learner simply recognizes the graphic-counterparts 

of the phonological items. For instance, here cognizes the spoken words in 

its written form. Difficulty at this stage depends upon the difference 

between the script of the learner’s mother tongue and English and between 

the spelling conventions of two languages. 

 

b. The stage of structuring  

The learner shows the syntactic relationship of the items and 

understands the structural meaning of the syntactical units. 

 

c. The stage of interpretation  

In the process of reading, it is the highest level. In this stage, the 

learner should comprehend the significance of word, phrase, or sentence in 

the overall context of the discards. For instance, he comprehends the 

serious and jocular use of words, distinguishes between a statement of fact 

and opinion. It is stage at which person really needs to read all the 

information for pleasure.  
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Then, there are any principles in reading, teachers common use the principles 

as a guidience the course of teaching and also to reach the goals of teaching. 

Nunan (2003:45) explaines the principles of teaching reading, as follows: 

 

1. Explore the background knowledge of reader 

  Background knowledge of a reader can influence the comprehnsion 

of he or his reading as stated by Carrel (1983:24). Background knowledge 

also consistsof all the experiences who bring the reader to a text. Reading 

comprhension can be developed through activation of background 

knowledge, for examples by setting goal, asking the questions, making the 

predictions, teaching structures of the text, and another.  

 

2. Build a base to be strong vocabulary 

  Vocabulary is a basic influence of succesful the reading process. 

Nunan (2003:95) mentions that basically of vocabulary must be taught by 

explicit and the readers also must be taught by guess the meaning from the 

context of vocabulary effectively. 

 

3. Teach to comprehension 

  Nunan (2003:56) also states important things to reach sucessful of 

reading is monitoring comprehension. In reading instructions, teachers 

emphasize in testing of reading, instead of teaching how to comprehend. 

 

4.  Increase the reading rate 

  To develop fluency of students, teachers must work on hard times. 

Its caused of many languauge learners in reading classroom that show they  
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canread, but many of their skill in reading still not fluent. Teachers also 

needs to find a balancing the assisting of students and improve the reading 

rate’s students and developing skill on reading comprehension.    

 

5. Strategies to teaching reading 

  The students should learn how to use a range of reading strategies 

that appropriate with their goals on reading and teaching the students to 

reach the major consideration in reading instructions. In addition, Nunan 

(2003:100) says to make students realize with the strategies, it needs a giid 

technique so it can be used to get them verbalize or talk about their thought 

process as they read. 

 

6. Convience readers to strategies of transform into skills 

“As learners consciously learn and practice specific reading 

strategies, the strategies move from conscious to unconscious; from 

strategy to skill” as stated by Nunan (2003:113). It means that, teachers 

should make the strategies of reading more familiar to students. By using 

this strategy automatically, it hopes help the students change the strategy 

the learn by unconscious skill. 

 

7. Set the assessment and evaluation to your teaching 

  Teachers should provided the assess of development in reading 

skill from both formal and also informal perspectives. Qualitative 

assessment and quantitative assessment can be used in reading class by the 

teachers. 

 

 



13 
 

 
 

 

8. Strive for continuous improvemnet as a reading teacher 

  A best teacher on reading usually learns by their students what to 

do. Most of importnat, they should consider that they as facilitator andhelp 

the reader to discover what they works beat. Teacher also should find the 

way to conduct the reading instruction effectly by using teaching reading 

principles. To achieve the good result of reading process, at the end 

teacher should select the principles that can appropriate for the students 

and integrate any key of principles..  

 

In reading occur the complex process between the author and readers in 

which convey the messages from author to the readers. Then, a good reader 

should can be to predict something that had they read. In reading process, the are 

any factors, as follows: 

 

a. Factors in Internal 

There are some factors that come from the personal of students. 

These factors can be consisted of three parts: intelligience (IQ), 

motivation, attitude and aims of reading. 

 

b. Factors in External  

Its factor that come from outside os personak students can be 

mentioned external factors. Its factor can influence from the 

environment, social economic, background, reading, facilities and 

reading habits of students. 
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There are three phases in teaching learning process that can help to develop 

abilities of students in reading passage, they are: pre-reading, whilst-reading, and 

post-reading activities.   

 

1. Pre-reading activity 

Pre-reading activity is an activity that reader do beefore the process 

of reading. The purposees of this is : 

a. Teachers give the suitable topic of something issues in which will 

discuss with the students in English class. So, it hopes make students 

recognize and interest of the topics. 

b. Teachers provide questionsto the students in order to they should anser 

this who related the topics. It hopes motivate students to give the 

reaction of the reading text. 

c. Teachers should prepare the language preparation from the text, for 

example: words, phrases, or sentences. It needs to lead attention of 

students from the text.  

 

2. Whilst-reading 

This term is gist of the activities on reading, it must be done to 

increase the students’ skill on reading. Students also are learned how to 

read the text effective and efficient, such as find the idea in generally of 

the reading text. 

 

3. Post-reading activities 

Its activity after reading on the real life and can deliver the ideas of 

the text by their knowledge from the reading text. 
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It means that comprehend the text is a something important things 

to do. But, there are many students who still difficult to catch the idea of 

the text or understand the author’s talks about. Its caused of 

misunderstanding of exact meaning from the words of using by writer.  

 

From the explanation above, the researcher concludes that reading as an 

activity in which process of reader to get the understand aims from text in written 

language. In this activity, the readers also bring their background knowledge, 

emotions, and experience to convey the idea who they get from understanding the 

text.    

 

2.1.3 The Advantages of Reading Comprhension 

Belcher (2008:202) states that someone can develop its mind as an 

advantages of reading. Her or his mind begin to directand flex spritually, it stay 

loses and curve so to we can flow easier through the course of the day. The 

regulator routine ensures that reading muscle still in good shape as well as his 

mind. Such as like physical exercises, there has to be a determination to make 

reading part of your life. Someone never have trouble to adopting regular habit of 

rabit, if he or she can comprehend the benefits of reading. 

From the explanations above, it can be concluded that teacher must build 

the knowledge of students to the importance of reading and the goal of the 

activities on reading. Teacher also should give feedback to the students who do 

the mistake when do the activity directly or indirectlyvto complete and answer the 

tasks. 
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Ayushveda (2012:88) mentions that the reading’s advantage, they are as 

follows :  

1) Vast vocabulary booster 

Reading can develop our vocabulary. By reading, it can go through 

different words, some of them arre many times new to use. Thus, by 

getting familiar with more and more new words help in ehance our 

knowledge and also increase our self confidence. 

 

2) Relive stress 

Our habit of reading relieves us from stress in addition it also makes us 

feel fresh. It works as relieving pill forour tired mind. Rehular reading 

strengthness our reading muscles and keeps the mind fresh. 

 

3) Learning and knowledge  

It have no better opportunities for learning except by reading. Almost 

every human being, great our aver age has gaines most of knowledge 

thorugh reading, in reading comprehension to any other means. Outiine 

reading expands our mind tremendeously. A good benefit of reading is to 

know the bibliography of people that lived before our born. 

 

4) Sharp and fresh mind  

The other principle benefits of reading included increase your intelligent, 

sharping mindset and making people more confident. It is becuase of 

reading that the mind remins cool and that help us in staying fresh during 

the course of the day. 
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5) Good an ideal for kids  

Reading sets a nice example for younger generation. We can communicate 

the message to them more properly by our reading habit than anything we 

could say. We can not show them how much we value reading, if we do 

not read ourself. A regular habit of reading can keep our mind occupied 

and full of life, even during our old age.  

 

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that when we develop a 

practice a habbot of reading, we are buidling solid foundation on which to build. 

This foundation of reading will allow us to accomplish many goals and ambitions 

we have for our life. Our habbot of continuing to read helps to ensure we will 

continue to sucessed. Reading had=s a long and distinguishes record of 

accomplishment for establishing positive and lasting benefits humanity. 

 

2.1.4 Reading Assessment 

Stated byRichards Schmidt (2002:443) reading comprehensiom have 

different type are often distingushed. The purposes of reader in reading and type 

of the reading effected, the folows are : 

a. Literal comprehension: reading is to understand, remember, or recall the 

information explicitly contained in a passage. 

b. Inferentia: comprehension: reading is to find the information in which not 

explicitly stated in a passade, using the experience and intuition of reader 

and by inferring. 

c. Critical or evaluative comprehension: reading is to compare information in 

a passage with the knowledge and values of the reader.  
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d. Appreciative comprehension: reading is to gain an emotional or other 

kinds of valued response from a passage. 

 

In addition, reading comprehension is a process that complex in which 

readers try to reconstruct the message from thr writer in the written text. In other 

words, reading same as the interactions of author and reader and it needs in order 

to students can mastering the reading comprehension. Therefore, reader also 

should have knowledge to understand the reading passage in the reading 

comprehension activity. The questions that commonly appear thats about main 

ideas, details, and an inference that can be took from the passage. Besides, 

comprehension usually founded in the mind of readers. In the reading 

comprehension, it is not only a process how to know the meaning of text but also 

a process how to catch the idea of the text.  

Based on definitions above, it can be concluded that reading is an 

interactive and thinking process of transferring printed letters into meaning in 

order to communicate certain message between the writer and the reader.In 

reading actively, a reader brings her or his background knowledge, emotion, and 

experience to construct his or her idea in understanding the meaning of the text. 

 

2.2 Concept of Skimming Skill 

2.2.1    Definition of Skimming Skill 

Acoording to Kustaryo (1988:5) “skimming as a technique that can be 

used to find the gist of all the aouthors’ saying without lots of details. It means 

that skimming is a skill to prediction the content of the text. This can be used by 

the reader to accelarate the time when looking for the answer. Woods (2005:65) 
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states that by using skimming, it can save many times as long as three until four 

times from normal reading. It means that skimming is a process reading fastly 

because the reader usually only the important part on the text, such as title, 

subheading, etc. Sutz and Weverka (2015:5) states that when use skimming, they 

took main ideas without they should read all of the materials of text. It means, 

skimming is a way to reader get main idea quickly without spending many times. 

Based on the explanations above, skimming skill is to identifying main 

idea in a text without read all of the text. Reader only read in any parts that 

important and usually main idea in there, such as in first paragraf and last 

paragraf. It is so helpful and useful to do when the readers have many texts that 

should be read but does not any times. So its more effective way to do. 

 

2.2.2 The Steps of Applying Skimming 

 Arundel in Reading and Study Skill Lab (1999) explains that “skimming is 

a strategy of rapidly moving the eyes over the text with the purpose of getting 

only the main ideas and the general overview of the content”. Then, there aresix 

steps that should be interpreteed while applying skimming. Theyare: 

(1) Read the title,  

(2) Read the introduction of lead paragraph,  

(3) Read the first paragraph completely, if there are subheadings, read each one, 

looking for relationship among them,  

(4) Read the first sentence of each remaining paragraph,  

(5) Dip into the text to looking for clue words, proper noun, unusual  words,  

enumeration,  qualifying  adjective,  typographical  cues,   

(6)  Read  the final paragraph completely. 
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 Meanwhile, Mikulecky (1990:202) mentions “skimming is an important 

skill beacuse students can save time, students can quickly decide what they want 

to read”. Furthermore, Fry ( 2000:150) states that the steps to skim a text as 

follows:  

1) Read the first several paragraph 

2) Leave our material ( read only the key sentence ) 

3) Find the main idea 

4) Read fast 

 

Based on the explanation above, to minimalize the time so the researcher 

can allow the steps when applying skimming in this research. So the students can 

save many times to read another part. In applying skimming skill, students should 

able to find the main idea in every paragraph and all of the information from the 

text.  

From the explanation of those experts, the reseracher applied the first 

steps. The research used the first steps because the steps more deatils then the 

second steps. Students not only asked to answer the question quickly but also 

correctly. The students only read the important part from the text. The part can 

give all the informations that looked for the students, so they can answer the 

questions without read all of content of the text and used the minimalize time. 

 

2.2.3 Advantages and Disadvantages of skimming 

Brown (2001:310) claimed that skimming is consist in advantages and 

disadvantages as follows: 
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a. Advantages of skimming are: 

(i) To make the students aware of the benefits of the information that 

available in reading material because students will be prepared 

asto be a independent reader 

(ii) To make students aware of strategy that should be used to find  

information of text and skimming didnot only focus on asking the 

students to do reading test but also focus on equipping the 

students with the technique used in different texts. 

b. Disadvantages of skimming are : 

(i) It will take time if the teacher does not allocate the time 

appropriately.  

(ii) It will possibly make the teacher need to prepare students to face 

the possibility of the occurrence of many question types. 

 

2.3 Narrative text 

2.3.1 Definiton of Narrative text 

 Mayers (2005:52) states that narration is one of the most powerful ways to 

communicate with other people. A great story to make the reader respond to an 

event in your life as if it were the reader's own event. The reader not only 

understands the story, but the reader can almost feel it. Actions, details, and 

dialogue make readers appear real and make it happen to them. Moreover, 

Anderson (1997:8) states hat narrative is a set of texts that tell a story and can 

entertain or inform readers or listeners. 
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The purpose of narrative text is to entertain amuse the readers with actual and 

imaginary experiences It is built using descriptive familiar language and 

dialogue.There are some kinds of narrative text,they are: 

1. Folktale, is very old traditional story from a particular place that was 

originally passed on to people in a spoken form. for example: Sangkuriang 

2. Fairy tale, is an old story about magic things happened intended for 

amusing and giving lessons, meanings, and moral values, for example: 

Snow White 

3. Fables, is short stories, especially with animals as characters, which teach 

a lesson, for example: The smart mousedeer 

4. Myth, is a story from ancient times, especially one that was told to explain 

about natural events or to describe the early history of places or people, 

example: Tangkuban Perahu.   

 

From the explanation above, it can be inferred that one of the most powerful 

ways to communicate with others who can provide insight, engaging feelings, 

entertainment and information the reader which includes some kinds of narrative 

text, they are : 1) Folktale, 2) Fairy Tale, 3) Fables, 4) Myth. 

 

2.3.2 The Generic Structures of Narrative Text 

Sudarwati (2006:62), states that narrative text has social functions, generic 

structures and lexico grammatical features, such as; social function narrative text 

is to amuse, entertain and to deal with actual or vicarious experience in different 

ways; narratives deal with problematic events which leads to a crisis or turning 

point of some kind, which in turn finds a resolution.   
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The first is orientation, which is the part, where the writer is defining the 

word to the story, in this part is introduced who was involved in the story, when 

the occur and also the figure. The second is complication, the part where the first 

player faces the hindrance in achieving her feeling, and in this part the conflict 

began. The last is the resolution is the part has two probabilities, which is 

finishing the story with happy ending or sad ending. Shortly, resolution is the 

solution to the problem. 

 

2.4 The Previous Research  

  In this part, the researcher provided the previous research that related with 

problem in this research. They were skimming skill and reading comprehension. 

The first previous research from Gideon, Cucu, and Sukirlan (2017) with the tittle: 

“Using skimming to improve students’ reading comprehension in descriptive 

text”. Their research was a experimental research that consist on investigate the 

use of skimming skill can improve the reading comprehension on descriptive. 

They also provided pre-test before give the treatment and post-test after treatment. 

In result, students’ score increase from 1643 in pre-test to 2083 in post-test. It 

means that, students’ score increased 440 points after applying the treatment.  

  The second previous research from Rusman, Tahrun, and Dana (2012) 

entitle: “The influence of skimming technique and critical thinking toward reading 

comprehensin achievement of the eight grade students of satet junior high school 

50 Palembang”. The research also conduct a experimental research but this 

research consist on control class and experimental class. Sample on experimental 

and control class was compared by using skimming technique and critical 

thinking in experimental class and using conventional technique in control class. 
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The result of their research was effectively to use skimming technique for critical 

thinking on students level on high and low.  

  Based on the previous research that related to this research, they were 

similarities and differences from both of them. The similarites were variables in 

this research, namley: skimming and reading comprehension. The differences 

wasdesign study of the research. They were using experimental research but this 

research used correlation research. Other differences was subject of the research, 

they used subject in junior high school but this research used subject in senior 

high school. The last differences was the kinds of text in research was the first 

previous research used descriptive text, the second previous ressearch was not use 

specific text, but in this research the researcher used narrative text. 

 

2.5 Frame of Thinking 

Reading comprehension is important to be mastered for supporting the 

skill in communication and read of a text. However, the fact shows while teaching 

and learning of reading comprehension in the school dominated by uninterested 

the students to follow the learning process. 

In order to make students become saturated in teaching and learning 

process, we should make the students more enjoyable. Skimming skill can be a 

solution to help students comprehend the text and students will be success in their 

reading comprehension. It will not spend many times to comprehend the text. By 

using skimming skill, the researcher hopes that there is asignificant correlation 

between skimming skill and reading comprehension at the eleventh grade of 

SMKN 2 Kotabumi North Lampung.  

This frame of thinking can be drawn in the figure, as follows : 



25 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.6 Hypothesis 

 Based on the previous explanations above, the hypothesis that can be 

formulated in this research as follows: 

 

1. Null Hypothesis (H0) 

There was no significant correlation between skimming skill andstudents’ 

reading comprehension at the eleventh grade of SMKN 2 Kotabumi in 

academic year 2020/2021. 

 

2. AlternativeHypothesis (Ha) 

There was a significant correlation between skimming skill and 

students’reading comprehension at the eleventh grade of SMKN 2 

Kotabumi in academic year 2020/2021. 
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