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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

1.1 Background of Problem 

Knowing the language can help us to express our opinions, feelings, hopes, 

and even our dreams. In foreign language learning context, there are various 

factors that influence the learning process; such as motivation, attitude, interest, 

anxiety, learning achievements, aptitude, intelligence, age, personalities, etc. The 

matter of learner’s attitude is acknowledged as one of the most important factor 

that impact on learning a language because attitude covers many activities in 

learning. Thus, it takes major role in language learning process.  

Attitude is characterized by a large proportion of behavioral and emotional 

involvement such as feelings, self, and relationships in the community. Attitude 

can be divided into two categories, positive attitude and negative attitude. Positive 

attitude in learning help someone involved the activity easily. In other hand, 

negative attitude does the opposite. Learning could not come about easily unless 

students have positive attitude toward it on one hand, and attitude might originate 

from life experiences, on the other hand. Since attitude can influence success or 

failure in learning it plays a very crucial role. Ajzen (2005:3) believed that attitude 

must be inferred from measurable responses that reflect and evaluate positive or 

negative attitude. 

Nowadays, in modern era, attitude is thought as unimportant things in life. 

It is ancient to be considered. Whereas, attitude has a rule in building moral value.  
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Young generations, seems to have low moral. They shouted to the people older. 

They are not respect and less tolerance with people around. However, positive 

attitude can repair low moral of young generations, learners. 

In this research, attitude is considered as an essential factor influencing 

language learning. There are many reasons why students’ attitude toward 

language learning is important. For instance, attitude toward learning are believed 

to influence behavior such as selecting and reading books, speaking in a foreign 

language etc. Especially in education, if the students have positive attitude 

towards any subject, they can achieve many things in that specific area. Both 

negative and positive attitude have a strong impact on the success of language 

learning. Then, achievement in a target language relies not only on intellectual 

capacity, but also on the learner’s attitude towards language learning. This means 

that learning language should be approached primarily as a social and 

psychological phenomenon rather than as a purely academic one. Attitude can 

enhance the process of language learning, influencing the nature of students’ 

behavior and this will identify their tendency to acquire that language. Therefore, 

students’ attitude is important to be evaluated and discussed.  

Language teachers, researchers, and students should acknowledge that 

high motivation and positive attitude of students facilitate English learning. Thus, 

if a learner does not have the interest and tendency in acquiring the target 

language to communicate with others, this learner will possess a negative attitude 

and will not be motivated and enthusiastic in language learning. Students’ 

attitude, feelings, beliefs, likes, dislikes, needs, should be considered, since their 

attitude influence language learning.  
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It is said that male and female are different in many aspects. In attitude 

aspect, several researches showed that difference. The previous research by Varol 

and Yimaz (2010) in Turkey showed that female students seemed to take more 

opportunities, especially in trying new things in class activities, studying grammar 

on their own, and noting down new words and their meanings. Therefore, the girls 

seemed to behave more autonomously in and out of the class.  

According to Abidin et.al (2012:124), the attitude of female secondary 

school students towards English are slightly higher than that of male ones. The 

studies’ results above described how the female students expressed more positive 

attitude than male did. In the other hand, Wehrn-Flower (2006:345) said that 

female students were significantly less confident, more anxious, and had less  self-

efficacy (attitude) towards learning. In the study conducted in fourteen High 

Schools and Secondary School of Puducherry, the data found that male students 

have high attitude towards English than female students (Gajalakhsmi, 2013:5). 

However, the study results conducted by Wong and Hanafi (2007:165) showed 

that gender does not have an impact on the attitude of female nor male students 

when the same amount of exposure given to both groups.  

This research looks into the concept of attitude as one of the major 

affective factors for success in learning English as foreign language. More 

specifically, it investigates the first year of English Education Study Program 

students’ attitude toward learning English language, between male and female 

into consideration. English Education Study Program provides many opportunities 

for students in learning English in class. The researcher hopes this condition can 

help the researcher in to investigate students’ behavior during learning intensely.  
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According to observation that the researcher has conducted before, male and 

female students of the first year of English Education Study Program of Sekolah 

Tinggi Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan (STKIP) Muhammadiyah Kotabumi seem 

to have different attitude toward learning English. It is showed from the way they 

behave during English class. The researcher is interested in finding what aspect 

that difference is common happened.  Additionally, it attempts to determine the 

influence of students’ gender on their attitude toward learning English. 

1.2 Focus of the Research 

Based on background of the problem above, this research is focused on the 

students’ attitude and gender. Choosing this term is expected to give clear 

description about male and female students’ attitude toward learning English of 

the first year of English Education Study Program at Sekolah Tinggi Keguruan 

dan Ilmu Pendidikan Muhammadiyah Kotabumi-North Lampung, academic year 

2016/2017. 

1.3 Formulation of the Problem 

In line with the focus of the problem, the research problem is formulated in 

the following question: “how is male and female students’ attitude toward 

learning English of the first year of English Education Study Program at Sekolah 

Tinggi Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan Muhammadiyah Kotabumi-North 

Lampung, academic year 2016/2017?” 

1.4     Objectives of the Research 

The objectives of this research are to describe male and female students’ 

attitude toward learning English of the first year of English Education Study 
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Program at Sekolah Tinggi Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan Muhammadiyah 

Kotabumi-North Lampung, academic year 2016/2017. 

1.5 Uses of the Research Result 

The result of this research is expected to be useful for: 

a. Lecturers: 

This research result is hoped give information to the lecturers about 

students’ attitude in learning English. By knowing the attitude of the students; 

lecturers are hoped to be more careful in using the strategy in teaching English to 

their students in order to build the positive attitude in English class. Therefore, 

lecturers are able to help the language learner to comprehend the material easily 

and give different treatment on male and female students. 

b. Next Researchers: 

This researcher could be used as an additional reference for other 

researcher who wants to conduct the research with the similar problem. 

 


