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CHAPTER I 

 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Problems 

Writing is a media of human communications to express language with other 

as human societies. The mastery of English writing is needed for communication 

because it is one of the ways to express the language. It can also express ideas, 

thoughts, opinions, and feelings. It can show person knowledge, culture, habits 

which indicate his culture life circumstance and condition.  

Moreover, writing is a way of communication with other people. It is a 

manner to deliver minds, ideas, messages, and feelings to audience. It is a written 

language form that delivers contents, purposes or suggestions in writing. However, 

sometimes communication with writing does not go as expected, because the writer 

often writes incorrect ideas, and lack of grammar mastery. So that the ideas conveyed 

become unclear because of grammatical errors.  

The same things also happen with English department students who learn 

writing. Many students have difficulties in writing their ideas into sentences due to 

lack of grammar mastery. The most of difficult in writing is that they cannot express 

ideas on a piece of paper. They get confused when they begin to write. The effects of 

less to express ideas, limited vocabulary, and decrease knowledge of grammatical 

structure in writing that result is difficulty when write and make some mistakes in 

writing. 
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It is the same to the students who study writing in the second semester at 

University of Muhammadiyah Kotabumi in paragraph writing subject. The most 

common problem based on the observation and the interview on Wednesday, May 

22nd, 2019 with the lecturer of paragraph writing subject. There are some problems in 

writing as follow: 

The first, students have problem in vocabulary. It is not compatible word or 

compatible text or sentence that wants to write. One word has many meanings or 

synonym, sometimes the similar word is not similar meaning or employing different.  

Less understanding in diction is only understanding in same word or meaning.  

The second is punctuation. It is less understanding in using coma, period, and 

capitalizes, when write in hand writing or typing writing. So, the grammar is still 

mistakes in structure English as the tenses that often less appropriate or still mixing 

tenses. The student’s sentences often have no subject, sentence no verb and sentence 

unconnected to next sentence, the lack of subject position, coma and point, or a 

simple mistake in writing of punctuation and diction. 

Furthermore, when learning process of paragraph writing some students still 

make sentence fragments or verb agreement. It is between subject and verb matching 

wrong; as simple present the subject should adds -s or -es, simple past tense, 

compound sentence, dependent and independent without subject, in the clause should 

begin into subject no verb, while the student still begin into verb, not connect to  

dependent and independent clause to other clause.  

In this case, grammar is one of the components of writing is grammar. The 

grammar of a language is the set of rules that govern its structure. Grammar 

determines how words are arranged to form meaningful units. It is the description of 
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the ways in which words can change their forms and can be combined into sentence 

in that language. 

Meanwhile, Grammar is a part of the language components which is very 

important to learn. It has the function of making a string of words or an utterance 

meaningful. However, in fact there are many students in university who are still 

difficult to compose a students’ writing with a good grammatical structure. The lack 

of ability in students’ writing causes many errors; one of them is sentence fragment.  

Accordung to a sentence fragment is not a sentence because it misses the 

following: a subject, verb, subject and verb and main or independent clause, and it 

make the reader confuse. There are four types of errors which produce sentence 

fragments; a) there is no subject in a sentence, b) there is missing verb, c) there is no 

subject and verb in sentence, and d) dependent clause which cannot stand on its own 

is also not a sentence. 

Mastery of writing skills is a way to communicate with other people in 

writing form. Making good sentences in one paragraph is important in English 

writing, especially for the students who will become the English teacher. They 

should master writing skills to deliver knowledge for their students later. So, making 

good sentence in writing is making understanding in content of the text or paragraph. 

Based on the explanation above the researcher is interested and chooses 

sentence fragments on student’s writing especially in university students to know 

why most students often make sentence fragments in their writing. Then, the 

researcher will explain and find types of sentence fragments in students’ paragraph 

writing. This is why the researcher conducts the research about An Analysis of 
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Sentence Fragments on Students’ Academic Writing at The Second Semester in 

University of Muhammadiyah Kotabumi Academic Year 2018/2019. 

 

1.2   Focus of the Problem 

Based on background of the problem above, this research is focused on Sentence 

Fragments on Students’ Academic Writing at The Second Semester in University of 

Muhammadiyah Kotabumi Academic Year 2018/2019. 

 

1.3   Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the focus of the problem above, the formulation of problem in this research 

can be formulated in form of questions as follows: 

1. What are the types of sentence fragments found in the students’ academic 

writing? 

2. What are the types of sentence fragments that most students do? 

3. What are the types of sentence fragments that most students can or cannot to 

correct? 

1.4   Objective of the Research 

The objectives of this research are as follows: 

1. To describe the types of sentence fragments on students’ academic writing. 

2. To find out the types of sentence fragments that most students do. 

3. To find out the types of sentence fragments that most students can or cannot 

correct. 
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1.5   Uses of the Research 

The result of this research is hoped can useful: 

a. Theoretically 

The result of this research is hoped to go with the theories related to sentence 

fragments. 

b. Practically  

This research will be of any benefit for the parties below: 

a. For students 

This research is used to add knowledge about sentence fragments on writing in 

academic writing especially paragraph writing. 

b. For lecturers 

This research is hoped to give information and add knowledge about sentence 

fragments on students’ academic writing in students’ university especially for 

English department. 

c. For the next researchers 

This research is hoped can be used as additional reference for other researcher who 

wants to conduct the researcher wit 

h the similar problems and information between sentence and sentence fragments in 

writing.  

 

 

  


	CHAPTER III
	RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	3. 1 Research Method


