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CHAPTER II 

THEORY REVIEW 

 

2.1 Definition of Writing 

Writing is one of the four English skills that is used to deliver ideas, opinions, 

thoughts and feelings in written form. According to Harmer (2004:31) says that 

writing is a way to produce language and express idea, feeling and opinion. Also, 

Abbas (2006:125), writing skills is the ability to express ideas, opinions, and feelings 

to other parties through written language.  

In addition, Tarigan (2008:3) defines that writing skills are one of the 

productive and expressive language skills used to communicate indirectly and not in 

a manner face to face with other parties. Also, Troyka in Lauri (2011:12) states that 

writing is a way of communicating a message to a reader for a purpose. The purposes 

of writing are to express one self, to provide information to persuade, and to create a 

literary work 

Furthermore, according to Suparno and Yunus (2008:1), writing is delivering 

messages (communication) using written language as media or tool. In written 

communication there are at least there the four elements involved: (1) the author as 

the messenger, (2) the contents writing or message, (3) channel or media in the form 

of writing and (4) readers as the recipient of the message. It is a tool for 

communication with other people. 
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Based on some explanations above, the researcher concludes that writing 

skills are skills to express ideas, feeling, or opinion in written form. By using writing, 

people can communicate with other people in written form to deliver information, 

contents, purposes and suggestions. It is also good process and creative process to 

create ideas to reader. 

2.2 The Process in Writing 

Writing process is the step before beginning to write. According to Harmer 

(2004:13), writing process is a way of looking at what people do when they compose 

written text. Harmer also (2004: 4) adds that writing process is the stage a writer 

goes through in order to produce something in its final written form. This process 

may, of course, be affected by the content (subject matter) of the writing, the type of 

the writing (shopping, lists, letters, essays, reports, or novels), and the medium it is 

written in (pen and paper, computer word files, live chat and other). 

Harmer (2004:4-6) mentions that there are four elements in writing process. 

Those are planning, drafting, editing (editing and revising), and final version. 

The stages of writing process are as follows: 

Planning      drafting              editing              final version. 

a)  Planning 

In planning process, there are three main issues be thought by the students. The 

first, the place has to decide the purpose of writing thing the information of the text 

to include in writing. The second, having shape experience of writing as paragraphs 

are structured and other writing to think about language styles (it is formal or 
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informal in tone). The last, having to consider the content structure of the piece 

(sequence the facts, ideas, or arguments which have decided to include). 

b) Drafting  

Drafting is the first version of a piece of writing. In this point the students should 

be given a lot of time, because they need to focus on development ideas and the 

organization of those ideas more than the development of perfect grammar, 

punctuations or spelling. 

c) Editing (revising) 

In editing, the teacher should read again what students write as a draft to check 

thing words or sentences as ambiguous or confusing if there are mistakes in writing. 

After finding the mistakes, then revise it. By doing its, the mistakes can be minimize. 

d) Final version 

The stage is the final version. After all processes have done, the students should 

make final version. It is possible that the final version is much different in the plan 

and the draft has been made before. It happens since there are many changes in 

editing process. 

After finishing that process, the result of writing is ready to be sent out to the 

reader. It is different if students write spontaneously. Therefore, the result of writing 

will be better with following those processes. 

 

2.3 Genres of Writing  
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In English writing has literary genre that becomes second language and be 

international language in the world. According to Brown (2004:219) states that the 

classification of writing to include most common genres that a second language 

writer might produce, within and beyond the requirements of a curriculum. There are 

genres of writing language need to acquire as follows: 

1) Academic writing.   

 Academic writing is the activity of writing in systematically writing especially 

for student to finish their final graduation.. There are examples in academic writing; 

paper and general subject report, Essay, compositions academically focused journal 

Short-answer test responses Technical reports (lab reposts) Theses, dissertation 

2) Job-related writing.  

It has purpose to make frequent use of visual, helping reader better understand a 

concept in job relate his writing. There are example media which use in job related 

writing; Message (phone messages) Letters/emails Memos (interoffice) Reports (job 

evaluations, project reports) Schedules, labels, signs Manuals 

3) Personal writing.  

This part is individual or personal writing with his writing as Letters, emails, 

greetings cards, invitations Messages, notes Calendar entries, shopping lists, 

reminders Financial documents (checks, tax forms, loan applications) Forms, 

questionnaires, medical reports, immigration documents Diaries, personal journals 

Fictions (short stories, poetry). 

From explanation above, the researcher used academic writing genre of genres 

writing for the research in English writing. 
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2.4 Types of Writing Performance 

According to Brown (2004:220), four categories of written performance that 

the range of written production are considered, each category  resembles the 

categories defined for the other three skills, but these are categories as always reflect 

the uniqueness of the skill area as follows: 

a) Imitative 

This category to produce written language, the learner must attain skills in the 

fundamental, basic tasks of writing letters, words, punctuations, and very brief 

sentence. It is also to include the ability to spell correctly and perceive phone-

grapheme correspondences in the English spelling system. 

b) Intensive (controlled) 

Beyond the fundamentals or imitative writing are skills in producing appropriate 

vocabulary within a context, collocations and idioms, and correct grammatical 

features up to the length of a sentence.   

c) Responsive  

In this part, a limited discourse level, connecting sentences into a paragraph and 

creating a logically connected sequence of two or three paragraphs. It includes brief 

narratives and descriptions of charts or graphs. The writer should master the 

fundamental of sentence-level grammar and is more focused on the discourse 

conventions that will achieve the objectives of the written text. 

d) Extensive  

Extensive writing implies the successful management of all the processes and 

strategies of writing for all purposes, up to the length of an essay, a term paper, a 

major research project report, or even a thesis. The writer focuses on achieving a 
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purpose, organizing and developing ideas logically, using details to support or 

illustrate ideas, demonstrating syntactic and lexical variety, and in many cases, 

engaging in the process of multiple drafts to achieve a final product. Focus on 

grammatical form is limited to occasional editing or proofreading of a draft. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher used responsive type of 

writing performance. It types is that connecting sentences into paragraph and 

creating a logically connected sequence of two or three paragraph and the 

fundamental master of grammar in written text. 

 

2.5 Academic Writing 

Writing is one of English skills that should be mastered to develop good writing. 

Oshima and Hogue (2010:20) state that academic writing takes study and practice to 

develop this skill. For both native speaker and new learners English, it is important to 

note that writing is a process not a “product”. It means that a piece of writing, wither 

it is composition for the new English class or lab report for our chemistry class is 

never complete. It is always possible to review and revise. And it includes the 

activities that help the learner to generate ideas for writing assignment.  

In academic writing, there are kinds of writing academic English that mastered 

by writer. There are divided into several parts as follows:  

1) Writing A Paragraph 

According to Oshima and Hogue (2010:2), a paragraph is a group of related 

sentences that discuss one (and usually only one) main idea. A paragraph can be as 

short as one sentence or as long as ten sentences. The number of sentences is 

unimportant; however, the paragraph should be long enough to develop the main idea 
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clearly. While, Folse, Vokoun and Solomon (2010:39) state that a paragraph is group 

of sentences. All of the sentences in a paragraph are about one specific topic. 

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that a paragraph is a group of 

words and sentences that tell specific purpose about one topic or one idea and it may 

also be one part of a longer piece of writing such as an essay or a book in writing. 

In paragraph writing, there are three parts to write paragraph namely are; 1) The 

topic sentence states the main idea of the paragraph. It not only names the topic of 

the paragraph, but it also limits the topic to one specific area that can be discussed 

completely in the space of a single paragraph. The part of the topic sentence that 

announces the specific area to be discussed is called the controlling idea. 2) The 

supporting sentences develop the topic sentence. That is, they explain or prove the 

topic sentence by giving more information about it. 3) The concluding sentence as 

signal the end of the paragraph. It is customary for stand-alone paragraphs. However, 

paragraphs that are parts of a longer piece of writing usually do not need concluding 

sentences.  

2) Writing An Essay  

Oshima and Hogue (2010:56) state that an essay is a piece of writing several 

paragraphs long. It is about one topic, just as a paragraph is. However, because the 

topic of an essay is too complex to discuss in one paragraph, to divide it into several 

paragraphs, one for each major point. Then it needs to tie the paragraphs together by 

adding an introduction and a conclusion. 

Writing an essay is no more difficult than writing a paragraph except that an 

essay is longer. The principles of organization are the same for both, so the writer 

should write a good paragraph and can make good essay writing. 
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In essay writing, there are three parts to write essay namely are; 1) introduction 

that consists of two parts: a few general statements to attract reader's attention and a 

thesis statement to state the main idea of the essay. A thesis statement for an essay is 

like a topic sentence for a paragraph: It names the specific topic and gives the reader 

a general idea of the contents of the essay. 2) The body consists of one or more 

paragraphs. Each paragraph develops a subdivision of the topic, so the number of 

paragraphs in the body will vary with the number of subdivisions or subtopics. 3) 

The conclusion, like the concluding sentence in a paragraph, is a summary or review 

of the main points discussed in the body. 

 

3) Scientific Paper  

Sumarno (2011:4) defines that scientific paper is a paper that contains thoughts 

about a particular problem or topic that is systematically written and collected with 

logical and objective analysis of papers. It is usually written to complete structured 

assignments given by lecturers or written on their own initiative to be presented in 

scientific forums.  

4) Article  

According to Sumarno (2011:22), article is written work designed to be 

published in journals or books a collection of articles written in scientific manner and 

following scientific guidelines or conventions defined by scientific articles that are 

based on science in the form of a scientific article problem. 

5) Thesis  

Sumarno (2011:33) states that thesis is a scientific paper in a particular field of 

study written by ungraduate students at the end of their study. It is the last official 

scientific paper made by the students completing ungraduate programs. It is 
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describing the academic abilities of students in designing and preparing educational 

research reports in the field of study or research relating to problems in their field of 

study. 

 

2.6 Sentence  

A sentence is some words that combine a one idea complete sentence in 

structural grammar which have subject, verb, object or complement. Besides, there 

are some definitions from experts, as below: 

According to Folse, Vokoun and Solomon (2010:1) define that sentence is a 

group words that express a complete thought. While, Oshima and Hogue (2010:155) 

mention that a sentence is a group of words that you use to communicate your ideas. 

Every sentence is formed from one or more clauses a complete thought. 

In addition, Basalamah (2004:121) states that sentence is group of words which 

have subject and verb that describe about complete ideas for human, place or noun. 

As a structure of words that describe about the complete idea, sentence can have 

forms as follow: 

1. Subject + verb 

The first form is simple sentence. As example follow:  

 Dicky will sleep. 

 Angel and Mira can dance 

2. Subject + verb + object or complement 

The second form is adding of complement or object of verb. As example follow: 

 Jenny eats meatball. 
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 Jimmy drinks a glass avocado juice 

3. Subject + verb + object or complement 

The last form is adding of complement, object of verb and adding also the 

complement as object of verb. As example follow: 

 My mother gives me a new bag. 

 The teacher taught the students an English lesson. 

Furthermore, according to Zuhairi, et all (2010: 2.4) stated that verb is very 

important of part of sentence. If a verb without group of words that cannot be called 

a sentence. Verb is used to state of something about a person or thing that is the 

subject of a sentence. Verb states what is done by the subject. Groups of word can be 

called sentences if there are verbs, if without verbs, groups word cannot be called 

sentences.  

Then, Verb is the element of sentence which is very important because if 

there is no verb, it cannot make sentences. In addition, Zuhairi, et all (2010: 2.6) 

states that there are types of verbs as follows: 

1. Linking Verb 

Not all sentences show the action. In the sentence that state situation of 

something, the subject uses “be” as a verb. “Be” it consist of is, am, are, was, were, 

they are linking verb.  Examples as follows: 

 She is a teacher 

 My mother was in the market. 

 You are my best friend. 
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Linking verbs always follow by the types of noun, adverb, and adjective. It 

has the uses of the same with the uses above are verbs, such as apper, look, seem, 

become, taste, remain, get, smell. So linking verb that includes: 

Is, am, are, was/ were, appear, look, seem, become, 

taste, remain, get, smell. 

 

Based on the words above, if the words are used in the sentence, the   

function of words that have same function with “be”. As examples follows: 

 He is handsome. 

 She looks beautiful. 

 The rose smells sweet.  

2. Auxiliary Verb 

Verb is not always in one word form. It can consist of more than one word. 

Therefore, to be is “am, are, was, and were”, they can become verb. To be is helping 

verbs that are called auxiliary verbs. Besides, to be of auxiliary verbs consist of 

modal, such as will, can, must, may, would, could, might, have to, should and dare.   

Common Helping Auxiliary Verb 

Be            : am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been 

Have        : has, have, had 

Do            : do, does, did 

Modals     : may, might, must, can, could, shall, should, will, would  
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As examples below: 

 Yuda is playing football 

 We will go to campus 

 She does not eat fried chicken in the canteen. 

3. Main Verb/ Action Verb 

Main verb is the main verb which has verb that shows an action. It is ordinary 

verbs. Ordinary verb are verbs that indicate actions. Examples of main verb are 

below: 

Work Teach 

Go Give 

Visit Leave 

Bring Send 

Carry  Sit and other 

 

Main verb is divided into 2 parts, which are as follows: 

a. Regular Verbs 

Regular verb is a regular verb. It means that the form changes from verb 1 

form to verb 2 and to verb 3 regularly, which is enough to add-ed to verb form 2 or 

verb form 3. As examples below: 
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Verb1/Infinitive Verb 2/ Past Verb 2/ Participle 

Kick 

Wash 

Paint 

Check 

Kicked 

Washed 

Painted 

Checked 

Kicked 

Washed 

Painted 

Checked 

 

 

 

b. Irregular Verb 

Irregular verb is an irregular verb. It said to be irregular because the irregular 

verb undergoes irregular shape changes. Unlike the regular verb, the irregular verb 

form changes irregularly in the form 2 and form 3 verbs. 

As examples below: 

Verb1/Infinitive Verb 2/ Past Verb 2/ Participle 

Go 

Bite 

Drink 

Eat  

Went 

Bit 

Drank 

Ate  

Gone 

Bitten 

Drunk 

Eaten  
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4. Transitive and Intransitive Verb  

a. Transitive Verb 

Transitive verb is a verb that requires objects in sentences in the active voice. 

Example; the students practice the conversation. For more explanation above than 

can see on the table below. 

Subject Transitive Verb Object 

Anita  bought Some sugar 

The children played Football 

The  students practice The conversation 

The teacher is teaching The lesson 

 

In addition, there are verbs that include the types of transitive verbs, namely are: 

Borrow, ask, begin, break, call, catch, clean, close, bring, continue, 

covert, cook, cut, drop, and other verbs. 

 

b. Intransitive Verb 

Intransitive verb is verbs that do not need an object. Example; The women 

walked away. For more explanation above than can see on the table below. 
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Subject Intransitive Verb Object 

The singer  sang Well last night 

He  rans Fast 

The baby Was crying - 

I  stayed At home last Sunday  

 

 

 

 

 

5. Finite and Infinite Verbs 

a. Finite Verb 

Finite verb is a verb whose meaning depends on the person or number that is, 

the type of work finite verbs changes based on the subject, in terms of numbers. For 

more details, see the example below. 

Person Singular Plural 

First person I am here 

I played  football in the 

evening 

We are here 

We played  football in the 

evening 

Second person You are here You are here in the class now. 
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You read the magazine 

there 

You read the magazine here 

Third person  He is at class 

He stays  at home on 

Sunday  

They are  at class 

They stay at home on Sunday 

 

b. Infinite verb 

Infinite verb is a verb that does not change based on the subject person or 

number. For example on the table below: 

 

Person Singular Plural 

First person I want to play football We want to play football 

Second person You started to smoke They started to smoke 

Third person   She announced his 

decision to retire 

They announced his decision 

to retire 

 

Moreover, Chaer (2010:36) says that sentences are syntactic units built by 

basic constituents (usually in the form of clauses), supplemented by conjunctions (if 

needed), accompanied by final intonation (declarative, interrogative), imperative, or 

objective). 
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Furthermore, according to Swan (2009:12) mentions that a sentence is a 

group of words that express a statement, command, question or exclamation. And he 

also adds that a sentence is consist of one or more clauses and usually has at least one 

subject and verb, and it begins with capital letter and ends with a full stop, question 

mark or exclamation mark. 

Based on the explanations above,  it can be concluded that a sentence is a 

group of words consist of a subject and predicate or verb to express a complete 

thought such as a statement, command, a question or exclamation and it usually 

begin with capital letter and ends with a full stop, question mark or exclamation 

mark. 

 

2.6.1 Types of Sentence  

There are three types of sentences in English writing. According to Folse, 

Vokoun and Solomon (2010:4), there are three ways to end a sentence: with a period, 

a question mark, and an exclamation point, as follows: 

1) A sentence with a Period 

The most common or usual way to end a sentence is with a period. A sentence 

that tells the information is called a statement. Usually in a sentence, a period stays at 

the end of a sentence that is statement. Simply put, this sentence only has the purpose 

of providing information related to something, so that the use of appropriate 

punctuation is a period (.). 

Example: - Jakarta is the capital of Indonesia. 

- Diana is really smart student.  
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- I want to be a good teacher. 

 

2) A sentence with a Question marks 

A sentence with a question mark is sentence to express a question. The purpose 

of this sentence is to get answers from the person in question. It uses question marks 

in its use in non-verbal communication. Usually and in general, this sentence will 

begin with the words who, what, where, when, why, how, or do and end with a 

question mark (?). 

Example:  - What are you doing Angel? 

- Do you know what time is it? 

- Where will you go John? 

 

3) A Sentence with an Exclamation Point 

The sentences have exclamation point are sentences that explain and express 

emphasis or emotion about something, happiness, or other things that use an 

exclamation mark (!) and use in non-verbal communication. Exclamation Points are 

not used often, but when the sentence expresses surprise or strong emotion, it is 

appropriate to use an exclamation point or it is called an exclamation mark (!). 

Example: - What a beautiful rainbow there! 

- How a smart he is! 

- It is snowing! 

 

2.6.2 Kinds of Sentence.  
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Sentences are usually defined as the arrangement of words that have complete 

understanding. Its have complete sentence are; subject, verb, object, and complement 

that explains about time, place, method, and so on. 

According to Oshima and Hogue (2010:155) divided that there are basically 

four kinds of sentences in English: simple, compound, complex, and compound-

complex. 

a. Simple Sentence 

According to Oshima and Hogue (2010:155) stated that a simple sentence is 

one independent clause. Meanwhile, Folse, Vokoun and Solomon (2010:15) stated 

that a simple sentence has one subject-verb combination. Sometimes, there is a noun 

or pronoun object and other information after the verb. The basic unit sentence 

pattern is called a simple sentence.  

Simple Sentence : S + V + O 

Subject       +     Verb      +      Object     +    Other Information 

Example: - She speaks English well. 

      - I play the piano every day. 

      -  Mario enjoys listening Western music. 

Simple Sentence : S + V 

Subject       +     Verb      +    Other Information 

Example: - Michale sleeps in the afternoon. 

      - My mother cooks for four hours.  
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      -  I go to English course every day. 

b. Compound Sentence 

According to Oshima and Hogue (2010:155) stated that a compound sentence 

is two or more independent clauses joined together. There are three ways to join the 

clauses: 

1) Compound Sentences with a Coordinators 

A compound sentence can be formed as follows: 

Independent clause, + coordinator + independent clause 

 

There is a comma after the first independent clause. There are seven coordinators, 

which are also called coordinating conjunctions. They are usually remembered by the 

phrase FAN BOYS (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So). The following sentences 

illustrate the meanings of the seven FAN BOYS coordinators. 

Coordinators (Coordinating Conjunctions) 

To add a reason 

For Reading book is good activity, for adding several of 

knowledge. 

To add a similar, equal idea  

And They will go to beach, and they drive a red car. 

To add a negative equal idea 

Nor I have never visited Asia, nor have I visited Africa. 
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To add an opposite idea 

But He needs buy a medicine in the pharmacy, but he is feeling too 

sick to go. 

To add an alternative possibility 

Or Should we leave now or should we stay here? 

To add an unexpected or surprising continuation 

Yet Susi did not like to eat vegetables, yet she ate it. 

To add an expected result 

So We want to get scholarship abroad, so we star to study hard. 

 

But and yet have similar meanings: They both signal that an opposite idea is coming. 

But is preferred when the two clauses are direct opposites. When the second clause is 

an unexpected or surprising continuation because of information given in the first 

clause, yet is preferred. (But is acceptable for both meanings; and yet for only one 

meaning.) Compare: 

- I want to study art, but my parents want me to study engineering. (Direct 

opposite) 

- I am very bad at math, yet my parents want me to study engineering. (Surprising 

continuation after "I am very bad at math") 

 

2) Compound Sentences with Conjunction Adverbs 

A compound sentence can be formed as follows: 
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Independent clause, + conjuction adverb, + independent clause 

 

A semicolon follows the first independent clause, and a comma follows the 

conjunction adverb. Also, just like the FAN BOYS coordinators, conjunction adverbs 

express relationships between the clauses. The following chart shows the 

coordinators and conjunction adverb that express similar meanings. 

 

Coordinators 

 

 

Conjunction 

Adverb 

 

Meanings 

And Besides 

Furthermore 

Moreover 

Also 

Desy was my classmate at my school; also, 

she was my neighbor. 

But 

Yet 

However 

Nevertheless 

Nonetheless 

My sister enjoyed getting a new bag; 

nevertheless, a new Smartphone would 

have been present for her. 

Or Otherwise I need to concentrate more on my studies: 

otherwise, I will fail the class. 

So Accordingly 

Consequently 

Hence 

Therefore 

Thus 

Therefore, I will study hard until I get 

scholarship abroad. 

 

3) Compound Sentences with Semicolons 
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A compound sentence can also be formed with a semicolon alone: 

Independent clause, independent clause 

 

Example: - That book is mine; it is not yours. 

- The foods smell good; the taste must be delicious. 

This kind of compound sentence is possible only when the two independent clauses 

are closely related in meaning. If they are not closely related, they should be written 

as two simple sentences, each ending with a period. 

 

c. Complex Sentences 

According to Oshima and Hogue (2010:160) stated that a complex sentence 

contains one independent clause and one (or more) dependent Clause (s). In a 

complex sentence, one idea is generally more important than the other. We place the 

more important idea in the independent clause and the less important idea in the 

dependent clause. 

There are three kinds of dependent clauses: adverb, adjective, and noun. 

1) Complex Sentences with Adverb Clauses 

A dependent adverb clause begins with an adverbial subordinator such as when, 

while, because, although, if, so that, and other.  

Example: - I will meet you when I finish doing my homework. 

- My mother forgot where she put house’s key. 

 

2) Complex Sentences with Adjective Clauses 

An adjective clause acts like an adjective; that is, it describes a noun or 

pronoun. An adjective clause begins with a relative pronoun, such as who, whom, 
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which, whose, or that, or with a relative adverb, such as where or when. It follows the 

noun or pronoun it describes. 

Example: - The girl who sits on the table is Yuni. 

- The man whose a big house is Mr. Daniel. 

 

3) Complex Sentences with Noun Clauses 

A noun clause begins with a wh- question word, that, whether, and sometimes 

if. A noun clause acts like a noun; it can be either the subject or an object of the 

independent clause. 

Example: - I listened carefully to what my lecturer said. 

- What my mother cooked was delicious. 

 

 

 

d. Compound Complex Sentence 

According to Oshima and Hogue (2010:162) stated that a compound complex 

sentence is a combination of two or more independent clause and one (or more) 

dependent clause. Many combinations are possible, and their punctuation requires 

careful attention.  

Example: - you better be prepared before the lecturer held the exam. 

- When I was still a baby, I was cute girl. 

 

2.7 Sentence Fragments  

According to Oshima and Hogue (2010:169), sentence fragments are 

incomplete sentences or parts of sentences. Remember that a complete sentence must 

contain a topic or subject and information or a predicate, and that a predicate in 
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English must be a verb. While, Anonymous (2004:1) states that sentence fragment is 

a piece of information that is a punctuated as a sentence but that lacks some of the 

characteristics of a complete sentence that is missing subject or verb. 

In addition, Folse, Vokoun and Solomon (2010: 56) state that a sentence 

fragment is not a complete sentence. It is usually missing either a subject or a verb. A 

sentence fragment does not make sense by itself. It is just a piece of the whole idea. 

The easiest way to correct a fragment is to add the missing part. The missing part is 

usually a subject or a verb. 

Moreover, Boardman in Naili (2002:175) states that a fragment is a phrase or 

a part of sentence that do not have a subject or do not have a verb and consist of 

depended clause that is not connected to an independent clause. Boardman 

(2002:175) adds that sentence fragment is one of three common errors in punctuation 

sentence made by native speaker beside run-on sentence and comma splices.  

Run-on sentence and comma splices are common grammatical errors in the 

sentence that are often found in English writing. These are occurring when two 

sentences have related meanings. Oshima and Hogue (2010:172) define that a run-on 

sentence is a sentence in which two or more independent clauses are written one after 

another with no punctuation. A similar error happens when two independent clauses 

are incorrectly joined by a comma without a coordinating conjunction. This kind of 

error is called a comma splice. The example as follows: 

1. Run-on sentence: the weather is bad today wear your coat. (Incorrect 

sentence)  

The weather is bad today, so wear your coat. (Correct sentence) 
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2. Comma splice: the teacher was angry, the students were too loud. (Incorrect 

sentence) 

The teacher was angry. the students were too loud. (Correct sentence) 

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that a sentence fragment is 

incomplete sentence that it does not express a complete thought because it lack an 

independent subject or verb combination. 

2.7.1 Types of Sentence Fragment 

Sentence fragment is incomplete sentence. Sometimes it may simply be missing 

some part of a subject and a verb. According to Anonymous (2004:1) states that there 

are three types of errors which produce sentence fragments. The three types are: 

1) No Subject  

There is no subject in a sentence. 

Example: when coming the holiday. Gone to beach on last Sunday. 

The statement in bold does not have a subject; we do not know who is gone to beach 

on last Sunday. 

2) No Verb 

There is missing verb in a sentence. 

Example: On the rainy season, there were families stayed in their houses. they 

staying and meeting with their children. 

The statement in bold does not contain a verb. Looked at by itself, we do not know 

what is being said about they staying and meeting with their children. 

3) A dependent clause without an independent clause 
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Dependent clause which cannot stand alone its own is also not a sentence. 

Example: I was late for class and missed the exam. because my motorcycle was 

slow. The bold phrase is a dependent clause: it provides additional information about 

the independent clause. If we look at this statement by itself, there is no independent 

clause so we do not know the significance of the slow motorcycle. 

Moreover, Boardman (2002:50) states that string of words that either do not have 

a subject or do not have a verb and consist of dependent clause that is not connected 

to an independent clause. Boardman also (2002:175) adds that the common fragment 

problems into four. There are following below: 

 

1) A sentence without a subject  

Sentence is a group of words that expresses a statement, command, question, 

or exclamation. A sentence consists of one subject and verb. In writing, it begins 

with capital letter and end full stop and exclamation mark. If the sentence lacks a 

subject, it is not complete sentence. 

Example: - Speak French. (Who does speak French?) 

    - Go to library. (Who does go to library?) 

The sentences above are fragment because there is no subject in that sentence. 

The sentence can be corrected by the additional of a subject. The correct sentences 

are: - We speak French. 

-   They go to library. 

2) A sentence without a verb  
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Verbs tell what the subject did or is. Swan in Naili (2009:20) states that a 

verb form is one than can be used with a subject to make the verb tense as example; 

eat, is playing, singing, has been, and other. Most sentences contain one verb.” If the 

verb is missing, so it will come the question what the subject did or what the subject 

is.  

From the definition above, it shows that a sentence without verb is not 

complete sentence or it is called sentence fragment. 

Example: - Kayla going to the cinema.  

                - The cloth very expensive.  

The correct sentences are as follows:  - Kayla is going to the cinema.  

  - The cloth is very expensive.  

3) A sentence without a subject and verb  

Sentence in written English consists of a subject and verb and is an 

independent clause. While, Farbman in Naili (2009:20) states that a fragment is a 

group word that is incorrectly separated from an independent subject-verb 

combination. (A subject verb combination is an independent as long as it is not 

introduced by a subordinating conjunction). If a subject and (verb) are missing, it is 

not complete sentence but it is a sentence fragment. 

Some fragments are missing both subjects and verbs. It means that do not 

know whom the sentence is about or what they did or are. 

Example: - On the table. 

                - Over there.  

The examples of fragments above can be change into complete sentences by adding a 

subject and a verb.  
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The correct sentences are as follows:  - My hand phone is on the table. 

  -  The cat runs over there.  

4) A sentence without a main or independent clause  

A dependent clause must be connected to an independent clause. It must be 

connected to the sentence in front of it or the sentence after it. Boardman (2002:50) 

defines that dependent clause that is not connected to an independent clause is called 

fragments.  

Example: - If My mother does not cook 

                - After he came to my office 

The sentences above are independent clauses. It includes that sentence fragments 

because its stands alone without dependent clause. The sentence can be corrected by 

the additional independent clause that connected in front of it or the sentence after it.  

The correct sentences are as follows:  

 - If My mother does not cook foods, I will be hungry. 

- She went to book store because she bought grammar book. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher will be used Boardman’s 

theory because from the two explanations Boardman’s theory makes complete the 

types of sentence fragments.  
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