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CHAPTER III 

 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

3. 1 Research Method 

In this research, the researcher used descriptive qualitative method. According to 

Sugiyono (2010:15), “qualitative research method is a method of research that is more 

emphasis on meaning, inductive, conducted on natural object condition and uses word and 

sentences to present the source data”. Meanwhile, Bogdan and Biklen (2007:5) state 

that descriptive is the data collected in the form of words or pictures rather than numbers. 

Moreover, Basrowi and Kelvin  (2008:1) define that qualitative research is a research that 

produces findings which cannot be achieved by using statistical procedures or other 

quantification ways. Therefore, the usage of descriptive qualitative method means that 

object of this research can describe or interprets in the forms of words or pictures without 

using statistical procedures.  

In this research, the researcher is conducted to an analysis of sentence fragments 

on students’ academic writing at the second semester in University of  Muhammadiyah 

Kotabumi Academic Year 2018/2019. 

3. 2 Place of the Research  

The place of this research is taken at University of Muhammadiyah Kotabumi that is 

located in Jalan Hasan Kepala Ratu Number 1052, Sindang Sari, Kotabumi, North Lampung. 

The researcher chooses it because some reason; 1) University of Muhammadiyah Kotabumi 

is the one university in Kotabumi that has English study program, this research will do 
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there, 2) this study never discussed before by the previous researchers of University of 

Muhammadiyah Kotabumi. Therefore, the researcher is interested to act the research on 

sentence fragment, 3) it has been good college and has good accreditation on North 

Lampung. 

 

3. 3 Data Resource 

According to Arikunto (2010:172), the resource of the data refers to subject from 

which the data are obtained. The data resource of this research is the students of the 

second semester of class A at University of Muhammadiyah Kotabumi that consist of 25 

students. The reason of choosing this class is because based on the observation and the 

interview with Mrs. Rulik Setiani, S.S., M.Pd. as the lecturer of paragraph writing subject; 

the researcher found that students’ writing of paragraph met sentence fragment in their 

writing. 

3. 4 Research Instrument 

In qualitative research, research instrument is a tool used by the researcher to 

collect the data in order to the make the works to be easier and get good results Arikunto 

(2010: 192). In this research, the researcher used three instruments namely are;1) the 

researcher herself, 2) data card, and 3) interview guideline. 

 

 

1)  The Researcher 

The role of researcher in qualitative research as planners, implementers, data 

collectors, analyzers, interpreting the data and report the results. Sugiyono (2016:223) 
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states that in qualitative research, the researcher is the key of the instrument. It means the 

researcher as the planner, the data collector, analyst, and the reporter of the research 

result.  

2) Data Card 

The researcher used another instrument to collect research data is the data card. In 

this case, the data card used to note the form of sentence fragments which found at 

students’ writing of the second semester of class A in University of  Muhammadiyah 

Kotabumi. The data is classified through checklist. A checklist of this research uses to 

identify and classify the types of sentence fragment in paragraph writing subject. The form 

of the data card as follows: 

TABLE 1 
DATA CARD 

 

No Sentence fragments Types of Sentence 

Fragment 

Corrected 
Sentence 

1 2 3 3 
 

       

       

       

 

Note: 

1: Sentence without Subject 

2: Sentence without Verb 

3: Sentence without Subject and Verb 

4: Sentence without Independent Clause 
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3) Interview Guideline 

 In this case, the researcher used another instrument to collect research data is the 

interview guideline. According to Esterberg in Sugiyono (2012:231) interview is “a 

meeting of two persons to exchange information and idea through questions and 

responses, resulting in communication and join construction of meaning about 

particular topic.” There are three types of interview; they are structured interview, 

semi structure interview, and unstructured interview. In this research, the researcher 

will be used semi structure interview as an instrument. Semi structure interview is 

the interview where the researcher prepared the questions but not the answers and the 

researcher will be given follow up questions for subject and the research subject of 

the researcher will be answered the questions based on their knowledge. The 

questions which are given for them are based on the theory of the types of sentence 

fragments. 

 

3. 5 Data Collecting Technique 

 In this researcher, the researcher used lecturer’s documentations as the collecting 

technique. Data collecting technique with documents are a complement to use of 

observation and interview methods in qualitative research. The document as the way to 

collect the data. According to Sugiyono (2016:240) defines that document is record of past 

events. It can be the form of writing, images, monumental work from someone. While, 

Arikunto (2010:201) mentions that study of the document is getting the data about the 

case or variable as notes, transcripts, book, magazine, and others. Therefore, Basrowi and 

Kelvin (2008:158) state that a study of document is a way to collect the produce important 

notes that the data related with the problem research. 
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 In addition, Nasution in Heni (2018:179-180) divides that there are the advantages of 

the used document study in qualitative research, namely; (1) the document material 

already exists, is available and ready for use, (2) use of this material does not cost money, it 

is only takes time to learn it, (3) much can be drawn from the material when analyzed 

carefully, which is useful for the research being undertake, (4) can provide a wider 

background on the subject research, (5) can be used as a triangulation material to check the 

suitability of data and (6) basic keys in historical research. 

 Based on the explanation above, the researcher chooses and uses document 

technique because she wants to collect the data about sentence fragment on students’ 

academic writing that made sentence in paragraph writing subject. Then, the researcher 

copies student’s writing and classifies types of sentence fragment who made by students. 

After that the results of sentence fragment will shown by grouping in the table above. 

3. 6 Plan of Testing Validity and Reliability of The Data 

 In this research, the researcher uses expert judgment for checking the validity and 

reliability of the data. Expert judgment is supported the validity and reliability of the 

research instrument. They gave suggestion or advice the emphasized the appropriate 

research instrument to collect the data. 

TABLE 2 
VALIDATOR INSTRUMENT 

 

No Validator’s Name Job Position 

1 Sigit Suharjono, S.Pd,. M.Pd. Researcher’s First Advisor 

2 Elis Susanti, S.Pd., M.Pd. Researcher’s Second Advisor 

 
Mr. Sigit Suharjono, S.Pd,. M.Pd. and Mrs. Elis Susanti, S.Pd., M.Pd were chosen as 

validators because the researcher considers that both of the advisors above as expert who 

mastered in writing skill and versed in exploring research instrument.  
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3. 7 Data Analysis  

In this research, data analysis technique used descriptive analyzing technique. 

Beside, data analysis technique based on Semi (1993:12) states that activities of the 

analysis begun after the data is collected, conducted the grouping of data, conducted 

tabulation or code and analyze the data. In this case, the researcher identifies, classifies, 

describes, and analyzes the sentence fragments that are found in the students’ writing by 

the second semester at University of  Muhammadiyah Kotabumi. 

In analyzing the data that have collected, researcher uses some steps of work. Steps 

of work which conducted to analyze the sentence fragments that are found in students’ 

writing of the second semester in University Muhammadiyah Kotabumi academic year 

2018/2019 as follows:  

1. Identifying of the Sentence fragment, the researcher reads students’ writing 

done by the students and checked the wrong sentence in writing  

2. Classifying of the sentence fragment types, in these steps, the researcher 

classified the sentence fragment in several types. The researcher divided the 

sentence fragment into:  

a) A sentence without subject 

b) A sentence without verb 

c) A sentence without subject and verb 

d) A sentence without main or independent clause. 

3. Describing of the sentence fragment, after classifying the sentence fragment 

into those categories above, researcher describes the sentence fragment. In 

this way, researcher has the purpose that sentence fragment made by the 
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students can be explained clearly and explicitly and then make columns. 

These columns can be used for the classification columns. 

After finish doing it, researcher looks closer to each column, so explain why 

the sentence were called sentence fragment. From that explanation, it can be classify 

sentence fragment into its type of them, whether it belongs to a sentence without 

subject, a sentence without verb, a sentence without subject and verb, and a sentence 

without main or independent clause.  

Furthermore, giving explanation and writing its type of sentence fragment, 

researcher corrects those sentence fragment based on student’s writing become the 

true sentence. 

4. Analyzing of the result of interview with students based on their writing 

about sentence fragment. After describing the sentence fragments, researcher 

analyzes the results of interview based on student’s writing sentence fragment 

made by the student. After that the researcher makes interview guideline, the 

researcher asks to students of their understanding about sentence fragment 

and it asks to the students to correct their writing. After finishing it, the 

researcher tries to explain why the sentences belong to sentence fragments in 

students writing, and describes student’s answer “how many percent the 

students can to correct their writing or cannot to correct”. 
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