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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Problems 

Reading is one of the four skills in learning English which is an important 

skill for students. First, reading is important to get more knowledge and 

information. It is an interactive process that not only involves students with 

language but also memory, understanding, imagination, and observation. Second, 

reading is important to own by the people in their community, either than learners 

or after finished their study to get knowledge, information, experience or 

everything which can support their ability.  

Moreover, reading is very important for students because it helps them to 

understand many books written in English, either to obtain information and 

message for scientific purpose or just for comport their lives. This idea is 

supported by the fact if reading has become people’s daily activity. Further, 

Mcnamara (2007:4) states that in understanding reading incriminates a variety of 

some skills firstly is deducing the meaning and use of unfamiliar lexical item. 

Secondly are understanding explicitly and not explicitly stated information. 

Thirdly is identifying the main point or important information in a part of 

discourse. Fourthly is distinguishing the main idea from supporting detail. The 

last is excerpting salient point to summarize such as the text, an idea or the order. 

Reading comprehension is a process of understanding context of the text. 

Ideally, students are hoped to have good reading comprehension in order to help
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them acquire knowledge well from reading. In the eighth grade of junior high 

school, the focus of teaching reading are interpret the main idea of the text, to 

distinguish the facts or detail in reading and to understand critically the cause and 

the effect in a text. Additionally, reading comprehension is also provided good 

models for writing, and opportunities to introduce new topics. It is also used to 

stimulate discussion, and to study language.  

In a fact, based on the observations on      January until      January 

2019 and interview with English teacher of Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 

(SMPN) 6 Kotabumi, it was found that the score of students’ reading 

comprehension in recount text is still low because the score of English testis 60% 

score obtained of reading test. The score of students is still under the minimum of 

the school passing grade (KKM), which are 65 as presented in the following table. 

TABLE 1 

THE STUDENTS’ ENGLISH SCORE OF THE FIRST 

SEMESTER AT THE EIGHTH GRADE OF SMPN 6 KOTABUMI 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018/2019 

No Class Score Total 

<65 ≥65 

1 VIII A 18 13 31 

2 VIIIB  19 12 31 

3 VIII C 20 11 31 

4 VIII D 18 13 31 

5 VIII E 21 10 31 

6 VIII F 10 21 31 

7 VIII G 16 15 31 

Total 122 95 217 

Percentage 57 % 43% 100% 

Source: English Teacher of SMPN 6 Kotabumi 

Based on the table above, it shown that 95 students who get highest score 

the school passing grade (KKM) and 122 students get failed. The school passing 

grade (KKM) which stated passed is 65. It means that there were only 43% 
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students successfully passed, while the rest 57% unsuccessfully finished the 

learning process especially in reading comprehension. 

From the data and interview, the researcher found that there are many 

problems faced by the eighth grade students. Firstly, students difficult to 

understand the meaning of the text, because they have lack vocabulary and the 

students usually did not bring dictionary in learning English. Secondly, the 

teacher said that if students have low motivation in learning English because of 

the influence from smartphone. Lastly, during in teaching and learning process 

reading activity, the students often lost their focus because they lacked interest in 

reading activity. 

 Additionally the problems also related to the teacher. First, the strategy 

applied by the teacher did not help much to improve their comprehension, it can 

be seen in lesson plan, the teacher should use scientific learning, but in fact the 

teacher still used traditional learning that is the teacher more dominate in class 

better than the students, as the teacher gave students the task to translate the text 

and gave exercise based on text. Second, the teacher did not use teaching media in 

learning process, the teacher only focused on text book so that the students less 

interested in following teaching reading activity. 

Based on the problems above, it is necessary to overcome the problems 

which are expected to improve the students’ reading comprehension. In this case, 

this research is going to investigate Preview, Question, Read, Reflect, Recite, and 

Review (PQ4R) strategy to teach students’ reading comprehension. PQ4R strategy 

is one of strategies from elaborative strategy. Trianto (2011:146) states that 
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elaboration strategy is effective process to assist students to comprehend the text 

in memorizing.  

PQ4R strategy is a strategy that can be applied to help students in 

remembering what they have read stay longer in their mind and making it 

meaningful. PQ4R strategy able establishes teacher and students become active in 

learning process.PQ4R strategy can get students more understanding meaning in 

the text with longer their mind. It can make them more understand the information 

of the text, because it can help students easily in comprehending what they read. 

In short, based on several problems above, to examine the strengths of using 

PQ4R strategy especially in reading comprehension, the researcher want to apply 

this strategy in SMPN 6 Kotabumi because the teacher said that students’ reading 

comprehension are not easy because their low comprehension is shown when they 

do not understand text what they read. In addition, using PQ4R strategy is 

assumed as one of elaboration strategy which can be able to build up students 

reading comprehension and can help students in remembering what they read.   

Therefore, the researcher entitled this research “The Influence of Using 

PQ4R Strategy Toward Students’ Reading Comprehension in Recount Text at The 

Ninth Grade Students SMPN 6 Kotabumi Academic Year 2019/2020”. 

 

1.2    Identification of the Problems 

Based on the background of the problem above, the researcher identifies the 

following problems: 

1. The students at the ninth grade of SMPN 6 Kotabumi have lack 

vocabulary and the students usually did not bring dictionary; 
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2. The students Low motivation in learning English; 

3. The students lacked interest in reading activity; 

4. The teacher strategy applied is still ineffective  to teach reading; 

5. The teacher does not use teaching media in learning process.  

 

1.3    Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problem above, the researcher focuses on 

the influence of using PQ4R strategy toward students’ reading comprehension in 

recount text at the ninth grade of SMPN 6 Kotabumi in academic year 2019/2020. 

 

1.4    Formulation of the Problem  

Based on the limitation of the problem, the researcher formulates the 

problem in the research in the following question “is there significant influence of 

using PQ4R strategy toward students’ reading comprehension in recount text at 

the ninth grade of SMPN 6 Kotabumi?”. 

 

1.5    Objective of the Research 

The objective of this research to find out whether there is significant 

influence of using PQ4R strategy towards students’ reading comprehension in 

recount text at the of the ninth grade of  SMPN 6 Kotabumi academic year 

2019/2020. 
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1.6    Uses of the Research 

The results of this research are expected to give the theoretical and practical 

contribution. 

1. Theoretically, 

Theoretically in this research is to support the exiting theory related 

to using PQ4R strategy toward students’ reading comprehension. 

2. Practically, this research will be beneficial for the following parties : 

a. For the teachers 

This research is hoped to be used for the English teacher to use 

the result of the study as a feedback on teaching reading about 

of using PQ4R strategy towards students’ reading 

comprehension 

b. For the next researcher  

The research is expected to be useful for the next researcher. As 

the additional references for the next researcher who want to 

conduct a research. 


