
 
 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Problems 

Speaking is the productive skill. When students speak they produce sound and 

it should be meaningful. In the nature of communication, they can find the 

speaker, the listener, the message and the feedback. In speaking, the students 

should be able to deliver the message from certain sources fluently and correctly. 

Speaking is one of the important aspects in learning language, because speaking is 

the important tool for communication. Speaking is one of language skills as the 

ability to pronounce sounds articulation or words to express, represent and express 

their opinions or thoughts and feelings to a person or group verbally, either face to 

face or by distance. Speaking  is a tool to communicate the ideas that are prepared 

and developed according to the needs of listeners. Speaking is expressions 

creative personality that can manifest not just a tool to communicate their ideas, 

but also the ultimate tool for creating and formulating new ideas. 

Generally, however there are many factors that make students’ speaking 

ability is low. It comes from the students’ internal and external factor. For 

example, students do not have motivation to learn English because they have 

diffficulties in speaking and they seldom practice speaking English to 

communicate inside and outside of the class. Besides, the students do not have 

high self confidence. For instance, when the students try to speak with their 
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friends in English, their friends do not give response in English. Therefore, this 

condition sometimes make them frustrated to practice speaking. 

In addition, it turned out  the researcher found similiar problems in Sekolah 

Menengah Atas Negeri 1 Kotabumi. Based on interview on February, 17
th 

2017 

conducted by the researcher toward the English teacher, the researcher found 

some problems which happened in that school related to speaking ability. 

The first, the students are not interested in learning the lesson. The second, the 

 students lack vocabulary, so that they cannot speak fluently. The third, the 

students have low motivation to learn English, so they feel  bored with speaking 

activity. The fourth, the students lack of confidence, so the students tend shy to 

speak in front of the class. The fifth, the teacher has not used media in teaching 

speaking, so the students do not understand the material clearly. Therefore, 

students’ score of English lesson is still low. If can be seen from the data of 

students’ score in speaking based on their daily exercise in the following table. 

 

TABLE 1  

THE STUDENTS’ SCORE OF SPEAKING ABILITY 

 

No 
Interval 

Score 

Total Total 

Total 

 

 

Percentage 
Students Students 

XI XI 

Social 1 Social 2 

1 20 – 31 8 4 12 15% 

2 32 – 43 6 8 14 18% 

3    44 – 55 8 7 15 19% 

4 56 – 67  6 10 16 23% 

5 68 – 79 10 9 19 25% 

  Total 38 38 76 100% 

Source : From the XI class English teacher of SMA Negeri 1Kotabumi 

 

Based on the data above, there are 57 out of  76 students who got score 

under   the passing grade (68). It means 72% of the students still under the     
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standard  competence. In the other words, students still have low ability in their  

speaking. This  facts make them difficult to convey their ideas in English orally  

since they have limitation in speaking English.  

It might because many students do not give their attention to the teacher’s 

explanation or might be caused by the way how teacher tought the students in the 

class. The teacher has not used interesting technique and media. In teaching, the 

teacher taught by using her sound only and explained what was taught on the 

board, and did not use media. So, the students were difficult to understand what 

are the teacher’s explanation and have low motivation in learning English in the 

class.   

To overcome the problems above, the researcher is going to teach by used 

picture to teach speaking. Picture is one of teaching media that can be used in 

teaching speaking in senior high school. Teaching using picture can make students 

become more active to talk in the classroom because the process of teaching 

learning prosess more interactive. Picture media is the most common media used 

which is a general discussion that can be understood and enjoyed anywhere. The 

use of pictures are more efficient and simple than words or texts, they are easier to 

recall and to remember than words, further more they expose real life situation 

althought it happened a long time ago. Teachers must provide a paper which 

contain image such as people, places, animals or things. Students are suggested to 

be active to speak with existing knowledge in mind what on the picture according 

to what is on his mind.  

Picture plays an important role as an alternative teaching English. The 

teacher gives a picture, and then they ask the students about it. Picture is easy to 
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be found by all people. Through picture the students can practice to develop their 

ideas. The use of picture is one of a recomended media to help students to 

understand various aspects of foreign language.  

The picture has motivated the students, made the subject clearer to 

understand, and illustrated the general idea of an object. It can help to develop 

various other needed skills such as visual discrimination attention to detail, and 

extension of concepts. 

Besides, another reason why the researcher chooses picture in teaching 

speaking because it makes teaching speaking process more interesting and enjoy 

able for students. Learning to speaking is very important in school because 

students need something or conversation to talk to someone. By using picture, 

speech will be easier to do. Students can imagine about what is in the picture and 

also can understand the content of the image. Students can tell using the English 

language and express his smooth, good and true.  

The researcher is interested in investigating this study because the 

researcher believes that to speak  fluency need the process. Speaking by language 

is not easy, but the first step, the students should know the letter, word, phrase. By 

using this media, it is hoped that students can be more active to speak in the class, 

especially in performing their speaking ability when they tell contain picture 

related to the materials taught.  

That is why the researcher would like to conduct research entitled. “The 

Influence of Using Picture toward Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade of 

Sekolah Menengah Atas Negeri 1 Kotabumi Academic year 2017/2018.” 
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1.2 Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problems above, the researcher identifies the 

problems as follows. 

1. Student are  not interested in learning speaking. 

2. The students are lack of vocabulary. 

3. The students have low  motivation in learning English. 

4. The students are lack of confidence to speak English. 

5. Teacher has not used media in teaching English. 

6. Students’ score of speaking is still low. 

1.3 Limitation of the Problem 

In order to more focus, this research is limited on the influence of using 

picture toward speaking ability of  the eleventh grade of Sekolah Menengah Atas 

Negeri 1 Kotabumi Academic Year 2017/2018. 

1.4  Formulation of the Problem  

Based on the limitation above, the researcher formulates the following  

research question “is there significant influence of using picture toward     

speaking ability at the eleventh  grade of Sekolah Menengah Atas Negeri 1 

Kotabumi Academic Year 2017/2018?” 

 

1.5  Objective of the Research  

The objective of the research is to find out whether there is significant 

influence of using picture toward speaking ability at the eleventh grade of Sekolah 

Menengah Atas Negeri 1 Kotabumi Academic Year 2017/2018. 
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 1.6   Uses of the Research        

 The result of this research is expected to be useful for: 

1. Theoretically         

 First theoretically, this research is expected to support the existing theory 

of speaking and picture in teaching English as a foreign language. 

2. Practically          

a.  The Teacher  

This research can be used as information for English teacher to overcome  

the problems of teaching speaking at senior high school and can be used as          

alternative media to teach speaking.  

b.  The other Researchers       

 This research is expected to be used as a reference for next researchers  

who wish to conduct a further research relating to the influence of using picture  

media toward speaking ability. 
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