
 

 

 

1 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Problems 

Speaking is one of skills in English where people can express the ideas in 

form of verbal. Bygate in Leong and Ahmadi (2017:35) defines speaking as the 

production of auditory signals to produce different verbal responses in listeners. It 

means that speaking is a productive skill in which produced by mouth and other 

parts of speech. By producing utterances, people may share the ideas, opinions, and 

emotions in order to make listeners understand the meanings and give their response. 

Speaking is the first productive skill used by all language users. After receiving the 

information through listening, people produce meanings orally to communicate or 

interact to other people. It can be said that speaking skill cannot be separated from 

listening skill. 

Speaking becomes one of important skills to be mastered by people 

especially for the language learners because it can be a way to conduct an effective 

interaction between one another. Besides, Richards in Haidara (2016:1502) argues 

that students usually evaluate their success in language learning with how much 

their spoken language proficiency is improved. In classroom situation, students 

have to be able to share the ideas and opinions in the form of speech. Common oral 

interaction activities that students have to do in the classroom are introducing self, 

performing conversations, discussing the learning material, and telling stories.  
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In Curriculum of 2013, there are some kinds of text learned by tenth grade 

students. They are descriptive text, recount text, announcement, and narrative text. 

Descriptive text is one of English text used to describe the characteristics of people, 

things, or places. Related to the learning material of descriptive text, the students 

should be able to describe people, places, things, and buildings in form of spoken.  

Madrasah Aliyah Negeri (MAN) 1 North Lampung is one of Senior High 

School in North Lampung applying the Curriculum of 2013 in teaching and learning 

process. Since English is as a foreign language in Indonesia, speaking skill still 

becomes difficult to be mastered. Additionally, having done the observation at the 

tenth grade students of MAN 1 North Lampung twice on 22nd and 23rd of August 

2017, the researcher found there are some problems in mastering speaking skill. 

Those problems can be identified from the result of the observation which is listed 

in the field notes.  

At the first day of observation, the researcher came in the classroom with 

the English teacher of tenth grade. The researcher observed how the learning 

process was running. In the next day, the researcher also came in the classroom 

when the students were doing speaking activity. From those two days, the 

researcher can conclude that there are some problems faced by the tenth grade 

students relate to their speaking skill. 

The first problem is students lack vocabulary. When doing speaking skill, 

some students are confused what they are going to talk about. When the teacher 

gives the topic, students are not able to develop the utterances orally because of 

their lack of vocabulary. Students who have low vocabulary will be difficult to 
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construct utterances by using English. When speaking English, students often mix 

the language by using Indonesian language. Lack of vocabulary still becomes the 

crucial problem in learning English. 

The second problem is most students feel shy and nervous when performing 

speaking. Shyness and nervousness are common feelings of students in speaking. 

When coming in front of the class, many students also have anxiety of making 

mistakes. Shyness and nervousness can come from other friends’ distractions such 

as teasing and mocking. Those distractions can make students feel uncomfortable, 

so they cannot speak fluently.  

The third problem is students are less of practicing speaking. Having good 

skill in speaking depend on how the learners use their time to practice because the 

principle “practice makes perfect” is right. Not only practice in the classroom when 

the lesson is running, but they should also practice speaking out of the classroom. 

Unfortunately, most of students are less in practice speaking. In the classroom, 

students have little chance only to practice speaking with the teacher’s guiding 

because the time does not support enough. When they are out of the classroom, they 

feel lazy to practice speaking because they must learn other subjects. In the rest 

time, they would rather play with other students. This condition will make students 

difficult to improve their speaking skill. 

The last students’ speaking skill problem is students do not have high self-

confidence and self-belief of their capability. When teaching and learning process, 

students seem to be passive because they do not feel confident to speak up. Students 
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also do not believe they have good capability in learning. They feel that they will 

not be able to face the difficult situations in the classroom. 

Referring to the explanation, it is known that one of important aspects that 

can affect students’ skill is self-belief or self-efficacy. According to Santrock 

(2011:523), self-efficacy is feeling belief of someone that he or she will be able to 

master the situation and produce positive result. In other words, self-efficacy is 

someone’s feeling of believing his or her capability to solve the problems and reach 

the best result.  

Self-efficacy is one of important things to improve students’ skills included 

speaking skill. Bandura (1995:17) suggests that self-efficacy has important 

contributions to the academic development. These include students' beliefs in their 

efficacy to control their own learning and to master different academic subjects. 

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that self-efficacy is an important 

aspect which can improve students speaking skill. To have good performance in 

speaking, students must have internal encouragement that is self-efficacy.  

Considering the importance of self-efficacy in improving students’ 

speaking skill, the researcher intends to investigate the correlation between self-

efficacy and speaking skill. This research is going to be conducted in MAN 1 North 

Lampung because after having done the pre observation, the tenth grade students 

of this school are considered can represent the main problem of the study. 

Based on the previous explanation above the researcher is interested in 

conducting a research entitled “The Correlation between Students’ Self-Efficacy 
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and Their Speaking skill at the Tenth Grade Students of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 1 

North Lampung Academic Year 2017/2018.” 

1.2 Identification of the Problems 

From the background of the problems above, the problems can be identified 

as follows: 

1. Why do the tenth grade students of MAN 1 North Lampung have lack 

vocabulary? 

2. Why do most of the tenth grade students of MAN 1 North Lampung feel shy and 

nervous when performing speaking? 

3. Why are the tenth grade students of MAN 1 North Lampung less of practicing 

speaking? 

4. Why do the tenth grade students of MAN 1 North Lampung have low self-

efficacy? 

5. Is there correlation between students’ self-efficacy and their speaking skill? 

1.3 Limitation of the Problems 

Based on the identification of the problems above, the researcher limits the 

research on the correlation between students’ self-efficacy and their speaking skill. 
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1.4 Formulation of the Problem 

 Based on the limitation of the problems above, the researcher formulates the 

problem as follows: 

Is there significant correlation between students’ self-efficacy and their speaking 

skill at the tenth grade students of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 1 North Lampung 

Academic Year 2017/2018? 

1.5 Objective of the Research 

In line with the formulation of the problem above, the objective of the 

research is to find out the correlation between students’ self-efficacy and their 

speaking skill at the tenth grade students of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 1 North 

Lampung Academic Year 2017/2018. 

1.6 Uses of the Research 

The researcher expects this research will have benefits for some parties both 

theoretically and practically. The explanation of the uses of the research as the 

following: 

1. Theoretically 

Theoretically, the researcher hopes this research can support the previous 

theories which have been existed.  

2. Practically 

Practically, the researcher hopes this research will be useful for: 

 

 



 

 

 

7 

a. Teachers 

This research can be used as a feedback and consideration to improve 

students’ speaking skill. This research can give the information for teachers about 

the correlation between students’ self-efficacy and their speaking skill.  

b. Other Researchers 

This researcher can be used as a reference for other researchers who intend 

to conduct a research with the same problem.   


