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CHAPTER II 

THEORY REVIEW, FRAME OF THINKING, AND HYPOTHESIS 

 

2.1 Theory Review 

2.1.1 Concept of Listening Comprehension 

Listening comes from a verb to listen which means to make an effort to 

hear somebody or something. When this knowladge is built up, the leaner can 

begin to speak. It is one of four skills in studying english which must be mastered 

by students. According to Brown (2004:119) listening is often implied as a 

component of speaking. In addition, to measure speaking renders it more 

empirically measurable than listening. Then, Brown (2007:299) adds that listening 

is a major a component in language learning.  

Listening comprehension is crucial thing in language learning. In listening, 

the student try to catch the information and understand it from the speaker. When 

students listening spoken English, they need some components of language such 

as syntax (word orther; sentence structure), grammar (the rules of language), 

morphology (the meaning units in words), pragmatics/social language (use of 

language in social contexts), semantics (knowladge of vocabulary; meaning-based 

language), and phonology (use of sounds to encode the meaning of language). 

Those are needed in orther the student to be an effective listener (Yuniar, 

2013:10). 

Based on statement by Bull (2008:258) “listening is to pay attention to 

somebody or something that you can hear.” In addition, people think that hear and 

listen are the same although experts claim they are different. Whittaker (2008:23) 
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“listening show a planned activity”. People could hear something even when they 

do not want to hear it and not trying to hear it. They probably spend more time 

using their listening skills than any other kind of skill because listening is a major 

in language learning (Brown,2007:299). From the definition above, the writer 

concludes that listening is the process of actively trying to hear and understand 

something while hear is something that happens without any deliberate effort to 

do so. 

Meanwhile, Hornby (2010:81) stated that comprehension is power to 

understand something. If the student want to have good ability in comprehend 

something especially in listening, they should have many vocabularies, 

discriminate sound, interprete intonations and stress. In line with Vandergrift 

(2012:1) “listening comprehension is a complex process in which learners can 

discriminating between sounds, understanding vocabulary and grammatical 

structures, interpreting intonation and stress and finally making use of all the 

skills mentioned above, interpreting the utterence within the socio-cultural 

context.” In other word, listening comprehension can be a complex process 

because the students must interpreting the intonation and stress of the words, and 

they must understanding vocabulary and the grammatical structures of the 

speakers says. 

In conclusion, listening comprehension is the ability or power relate the 

sound to meaning, it is an effort of someone to hear information and it is very 

important skill for student to master. 
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2.1.1.1 The Important of Listening 

Listening is important to be mastered by students in learning English. 

Djuwarsih (2008:64) said that listening skill is important because of two reasons. 

First, we cannot develop speaking skills unless we also develop listening skills 

because to have a successful conversation, we must understand what is said to us. 

The ability to understand spoken English may become very important in saily life, 

such as listen to lecturer in studying, listen to the radio, and understand the foreign 

visitors. To develope this ability, students need plenty of practices in listening to 

English spoken at normal speeed. 

Second, listening to spoken English is an important way of acquiring to 

language of picking up structures and vocabulary. For students who learn English 

as foreign language, the exposure they get the most is from the teacher that is why 

the teacher should give meaningful input for the students. This means that the 

teacher needs to use natural language with the students. Based on the statement, 

the researcher concluded that listening is very important for students in learning 

foreign language. 

 

2.1.1.2 Type of Listening 

Listening is part of the transactional process of communication. The 

receiver’s responses have a direct impact on the direction of the conversation. The 

key is to become active listeners rather than passive ones. There are many type of 

listening identified by expert, according to Brown (2004:120); there are four types 

of listening as follows. 
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1. Intensive 

Listening for perseption of the components (phonemes, words, intonation, or 

grammatical category) in this section the teacher or lecturer will be asses the 

several aspect such as phonemes, word, intonation, or grammatical category. 

So the question pattern is measure how far student understand the material 

student can repeat the word based on the speaker said and rewrite the 

sentence. 

2. Responsive 

Listening to a relatively short stretch of language (a greeting, question, 

command, comprehension check, etc) in orther to make an aqually short 

response. In this type the teacher or lecturer will be asses how far the student 

can give the response which is appropriate related to the material. For 

example when the speaker said about why, how, when, where, and who, 

student should be giving the answer question how, time to answer question 

when, place to answer question where, and people to answer question who. 

3. Selective 

Processing stretches of discourse such as short monologues for several 

minutes in orther to ‘scan’ for certain information. The purpose of such 

performance is not necessarily to look for global or general meanings, but to 

be able to comprehend designated information in a context of longer stretches 

of spoken language (such as classroom direction from a teacher, TV or radio 

news items, or stories). 
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4. Extensive 

Listening to develop a top – down, global understanding of spoken language. 

Extensive performance ranges from listening to lengthy lectures to listening 

to a conversation and deriving a comprehensive message or purpose. 

Extensive listening may require the student to invoke other interactive skill 

for full comprehension. 

 

Based on the type  of listening above, types of listening depending on the 

purpose of listening. It means that when the listener listen, they know what they 

look for, do they look for specific information or global information from spoken 

language. Types of listening can be divided in to four which are intensive, 

responsive, selective, and extensive. It is necessary for the teachers to know the 

kinds of listening, so that he or she can decide the effective method that can be 

used to teach listening. Then in this research reseacher will focus to extensive 

listening. 

 

2.1.1.3 Teaching Listening 

In teaching listening process, it is necessary to develop a model of 

teaching that  is compatible with the overall assumptions and ideology of the 

curriculum and of the language problem (Richards, 2001:215). Students can 

improve their listening comprehension through a comnation of extensive and 

intensive listening material and procedure. Listening of both kinds is especially 

important since it provides the perfect opportunity to her voices other than the 

teacher. 
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In order to develop appropriate approaches to teach listening skills, it is 

necessary to understand the nature of listening. According to Nunan in Richards 

(2002:235), there are two models of listening: 

1. The bottom-up, processing holds that listening is a linear, data-driven 

process. Comprehension occurs to the extent that the listener is successful in 

decoding the spoken text. 

2. The top-down, model of listening by contrast involves the listener in actively 

constructing meaning based on expectation, inferences, intentions, and other 

relevant prior knowledge. The language data serve as cues to activate this top-

down process. 

Richards and Renandya (2002:242) note that a relatively standard format for 

the listening lesson develops at this time: 

1. Pre-Listening 

Pre-listening of all important new vocabulary in the passage. 

2. Listening 

Extensive listening (followed by general question establishing context). 

Intensive listening (followed by detailed comprehension questions). 

3. Post-Listening 

Analyze the text listen and repeat. 

 In conclusion, the teachers must have special competency and skill, and 

the teachers at least need to select each of competencies of learning and design a 

scenario of learning for the students. 
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2.1.1.4 Listening Assessment 

Listening tests typically resemble reading comprehension test except that 

the student listens to a passage instead of reading it. The students’ then answers 

multiple-choice questions that address various levels of literal and inferential 

comprehension. Important elements  in all listening stimuli, the questions, and the 

test environment. 

Based on the language assessment by Brown (2004:123), especially in 

listening, there are some criteria that are commonly used in assessing students 

listening skill, they are: 

1. Morphological Element 

In this case the sudents identify and analyze the structure of morphemes and 

other units of meaning in a language like words, affixes, and parts of speech 

and intonation/stress. 

2. Paraphrase Recognition 

The next step up on the scale of listening of listening comprehension micro 

skills in words phrases and sentense, which are frequently assessed by 

providing a stimulus sentence and asking the test-taker to choose the correct 

paraphrase. 

3. Listening Cloze 

Listening cloze task require the test-taker to listen a story, monologue, or 

conversation and simultaneously read the written text in which selected word 

or phrases have been deleted. 
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4. Communicative Stimulus-Response Tasks 

A popular genre of assessment task in which the test-taker is presented with a 

stimulus monologue or conversation and then it is asked to respond to a set of 

comprehension question. 

Whenever a student responds to question, offers a comment, or tries out a 

new word or structure, the teacher subconsciously makes an assessment of the 

students’ performance. According to Suskie and Banda (2009:4), assessment is on 

going process of establishing students’ outcome, ensuring that student has 

sufficient oppotunities to achieve those outcome, systematically gathering, 

analyzing, and interpreting student to determine how well their learning in 

teachers’ expectation using the information to understand and improve student 

learning. 

According to Brown (2004:120), there are some ways to assess listening: 

1. Intensive listening. The assessment in this type of listening is recognizing 

phonological and morphological elemaents and paraphrase recognition. 

2. Respinsive listening. In responsive listening can be used a question and 

answer. The form of question and answer are appropriate response to a 

question and open ended response to a question. 

3. Selective listening. In selective listening the assessment which can be used is 

listening cloze, and information transfer. 

4. Extensive listening. Then, in extensive listening the form of the assessment is 

dictation and communicative stimulus response tasks. 
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In addition, based on the language assessment by Brown (2004:123-127), 

especially in listening, there are some that are commonly used in assessing 

students’ listening skill. They are: 

1. Paraphrase 

The next step up on the scale of listening comprehension micro skills in word 

phrase, and sentences, which are frequently assessed by providing a stimulus 

sentence and asking the students to choose the correct.  

2. Communicative Stimulus – Response Tasks 

One of popular genre of assessment task in which test-taker is presented with 

stimulus monologue, conversation or story and then is asked to respond a set 

of the comprehension questions. 

 Based on the standards of competence and basic competences senior high 

school the eleventh grade, in study listening students are required to understand 

the meaning in text conversations formal transactional and interpersonal continues 

in the context of daily life. This process involves some aspects there are time 

person on occupation, activity and place. In addition, the indicators of the 

students’ listening skill in this research are as follow:  

1. Students are able to identify the time of the conversation. 

2. Students are able to identify the persons or the occupations of a person in the 

conversation. 

3. Students know and understand the activity mentioned in the conversation. 

4. Students know about the place mentioned in the conversation. 
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The specification instrument of Listening Comprehension as follow:  

TABLE 2 

SPECIFICATION INSTRUMENT OF LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

 

No Variable Aspect Indicators 

1  

 

 

 

 

Listening 

Comprehension 

Asking for Opinion Students are able to answer 

related to asking for 

opinion. 

2 Person or Occupation Students are able to identify 

the person or the 

occupations of a person in 

the conversation 

3 Activity Students know and 

understand the activity 

mentioned in the 

conversation 

4 Place Students know about the 

place mentioned in the 

conversation 

 

 

2.1.2 The Concept of Interest  

Interest is one of the important factors in order to increase the students’ 

English achievement because interest determine the success or failure of the 

students’ activities. According to Slameto (2010:180) interest is a preferred taste 

and interest on a matter or event, without being told. Interest is essentially the 

acceptance of a relationship between yourself with something outside of 

themselves. Interest determine the success or failure of students’ learning 

activities. Great interest motivate students to learn. The students should have high 

interest for all subjects. Lack of interest in learning can cause a lack of attention 

and effort to learn, thus inhibiting students’ interest to learn. Lack of interest in 

learning can cause from the students themselves and may also arise because of the 

teacher. 
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Mulyasa (2003:39) states that interest is the tendences of human being in 

doing the action. The statement is also supported by Hilgard in Slameto 

(2010:57), interest is persisting tendency to pay attention to and enjoy some 

activities or content. For example, the willing of students in learning some lesson 

and willing of students in mastering learning material. Based on some opinion 

above, interest can be defined as the personal tendencies of human being in 

carrying out the action or choosing something. 

Interest has big influence toward students’ learning because if the teaching 

material is inappropriate with their interest, the students will not learn seriously. 

For example: if the students have interest to learn English, it means that they will 

get a good achievement. On the other side, if the students have no interest to learn 

English, it can influence their achievement. It means that the activity which done 

by them will not optimally work. 

To increase students’ interest in learning English, the teacher is expected 

to increase students’ interest by using attracting their attention. For example, 

students’ interest in learning about pet. Before teaching the English, the teachers 

want to ask students what animals they are maintained by the Indonesian. Then 

little by little the students were directed to the actual subject matter. Interest is like 

the powerful spirit for students in certain object. Sutikno (2008:61) defines the 

interest as the tendency to remember and focus on some activities. It means that 

interest is the interested feeling in certain object which can give staticfaction for 

human being. 

In addition to utilizing existing interest, Tanner & Tanner in Slameto 

(2010:181) suggest that teachers are also trying to create new interests to the 
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student. The students’ interest can be used by English teacher as the consideration 

in using teaching material. Choosing interesting teaching material can increase the 

level of students’ interest. Students’ interest is the essential thing in making the 

students to be more active and creative. Furthermore, Rooijakkers in Slameto 

(2010:181) argues this can also be achieved by connecting the teaching materials 

with a sensational news that has been known by most students. 

Furthermore, their research suggests that text differing in interest may 

affect the degree to which processing strategies benefit memory performance and 

also there are factors contributing to readers’ interest. Another important 

educational issue is to increase the amount of interesting. Text-based interest can 

also be promoted by altering certain aspects of the learning environment such as 

modifying task presentation, curriculum materials, and individuals’ self-

regulation. In addition, research has indicated that presenting educational 

materials in more meaningful, challenging, and/or personally relevant contexts 

can stimulate interest. 

Modifying the presence of others in the lerarning environment can also 

elicit interest. Individuals can self-regulate in order to make tasks more interesting 

and subsequently to develop individual interest in activities initially considered 

uninteresting. Although these studies did not deal specifically with interest in 

reading, they indicated that interest in listening could also be increased by similar 

methods. 

It is very important for school as an institution of education to create 

conditions that can raise students’ interest in English. It is also very important for 

English teacher to develop students’ interest through creativity in application of 
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learning method. Therefore, teacher should increase their English proficiency 

through training or advanced course.  

 

2.1.3 Kinds of Interest  

The writer has identified types of interest. There are two kinds of interst, 

such as individual interest and situational interest. The explanation as follow: 

1. Individual interest 

Individual interest as compared to situational interest is “portable”, it is 

less dependent upon external variables, and can manifest in self-directed goal, 

setting, action, and engagement. Individual interest is less spontaneous and 

endures personal valve and is active internally, individual interest often comes 

before situational. Interest increase learning, increased knowledge, value and 

positive affect have been connected with individual interest. Ebbers (2011:12) 

state that individual interest is a kind of interest which can develop over time. 

Individual interest can be bigger, if it gets the positive action from students. 

Brophy (2004:221) defines “individual interest is an enduring disposition to 

engage with particular content or activities whenever opportunities arise”. It 

means that the interest appears as the result of many reasons, such as talent, 

hobby, etc. 

In the corelation with teaching learning process, this kind of interest can be 

seen from the individual interest of students in doing or studying at school. In 

addition, individual interest will also come from the talent of students. It is more 

likely some individual factor which effect the internal or student in doing or 

choosing the activity. 
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2. Situational interest 

Situational interest is more of a spontaneous, transitory, and 

environmentally activated. Situational interest comes from the situational factors 

of human being. It can be the environment or conditions which force human being 

to do certain activity. Situational interest often precedes and facilitates the 

development of personal interest situational interests appear to be especially 

important in catching students’ attention. Situational interest is focused on more 

because it taught to be under the control to change by the teacher. Fox et al 

(2000:4 – 5) says that “situational interest is a transient arousal or heightened 

attention sparked by features of the proximal environment”. Reninger and Hidi 

(2006:113-115) explain that situational interest is an important aspect in human 

activity, it can be the trigger can be used to motivate English learning in the 

process of teaching learning activity. Situational interest is the outside factors 

which make human being send to do something. So, they will be motivated to do 

certain activity. Brophy (2004:21) state that situational interest can be called as 

the tringger. It is caused by the environment which create “emergency action”, in 

this case, the writes assumes that situational interest can make students to do any 

actions as the result the environment. 

Situational motivation is also related to the teaching learning process 

activity. The environment or conditions of students’ interest caused in learning or 

doing something. This interest raight the caused by many factors, such as the 

learning environtment, teacher, and parent. Therefore, situational interest seems to 

force an internal factor to do something. It make the motivates English learners 

and students to do some activities. 
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2.1.4 Function of Interest in Learning 

In the learning process required the involvement of the student, teacher or 

mentor is a motivator. Therefore, teachers should try to provide motivation to take 

place a conducive teaching and learning process, teachers must be ready to be a 

mediator in all teaching and learning situations. 

Students are central to the process of teaching and learning activities of 

students because it is a necessary condition for the continuity of the learning 

process. In line with this, Sukardi in Sardiman (2011:15–17) states that one of the 

characteristics of teaching-learning interaction is the activity of students, as a 

consequence that the students is central, then the student activity is a necessary 

condition for the continuity of teaching and learning interactions. 

Based on the opinion above, it can be concluded that in teaching and 

learning the students should be active. Students can be active or not are influenced 

by presence or absence of interest in learning. Teacher should enhance students’ 

interest in learning, nurture new interests arise, and prevent interest that is not 

good. 

 

 

2.1.5 Learning Interest 

Interest is a sense of attraction, attention, more desire that a person has for 

a thing, without any encouragement. Interest will persist and develop in him to 

gain support from his experience environment. Experience will be gained by 

interacting with the outside world, either through training or learning. And the 

factors that generate interest in learning in this case are the impulses from within 

individuals. The impulse of social motives and emotional impulses. 
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Hornby(2008:121) says interest is a sense of preferences and a sense of interest in 

a thing or activity, without anyone telling. Then, Crow & crow in Hornby 

(2008:121) says that "interest relates to the style of motion that encourages a 

person to deal with or deal with people, objects, activities, experiences stimulated 

by the activity itself". 

Slameto (2010:24) says that the condition of effective teaching and 

learning is the interest and attention of students in learning. Learning interest is a 

relatively permanent feature in a person. This interest is immense to the effect of 

learning because with someone's interest will do something he is interested in. 

Conversely, without a person's interest it is impossible to do anything. Learning 

interest can be improved through concentration exercises. Concentration is the 

activity of the soul to pay attention to an object in depth. It can be said that the 

concentration arises if someone is interested in an object, and vice versa is a 

psychological condition that is needed in the process of teaching and learning in 

school. The condition is so important that a good concentration will give rise to a 

high concentration of attention to the object being studied. The are some 

specification instrument of students’ learning interest in English, as follow: 

a. Feeling or Pleasure 

Student has feelings of pleasure towards a particular lesson then there will be 

no compulsion to learn. 

b. Interest 

Students thrust of attraction to a thing, person, activity in the form of an 

affective experience stimulated by the activity it self. 

c. Acceptance 
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Students interest in the object will cause the person to be happy and interested 

in performing or performing the activities of the object. 

d. Student Attention or Involvement of Students 

Students concentration on observation and understanding, to the exclusion of 

others.  

It can be concluded that learning interest should be self-generated by each 

student. Then, learning interest is the tendency of individuals to have a sense of 

fun without any coercion so that it can lead to changes in knowledge, skills and 

behavior. 

 

2.1.6 Characteristics of Learning Interests 

In the interest of learning has several traits. According to Hurlock in 

Slameto 2013:62, mentions there are seven characteristics of learning interest as 

follows: 

1) Learning interest grows along with physical and mental development 

2) Learning interest depends on learning activities 

3) Learning interest growth may be limited 

4) Learning interest depends on learning opportunities 

5) Learning interest are influenced by culture 

6) Learning interest in emotional weight. 

7) Learning interest is egoisentris, it means that if someone is happy with 

something, it will arise desire to have it. 
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In addition, Slameto (2010: 57) explain the students who are interested in 

learning as follows: 

1) Have a fixed tendency to pay attention and remember something that is 

learned continuously. 

2) There is a sense of love and pleasure towards something he is interested in. 

3) Gaining something of pride and satisfaction on an interest. 

4) Prefer the thing more to the interests than anything else 

5) Manifested through participation in activities and activities 

 

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that the characteristics of 

learning interest is a permanent tendency to pay attention and remember 

something continuously, gain pride and satisfaction towards the interests, and it 

can be influenced by culture. When students have learning, they will always 

actively participate in learning and will provide good achievement in learning 

process such as listening comprehension. 

 

 

2.1.7 Factors Influencing Learning Interest 

In the interest of learning a student has factors that affect the interests of 

different learning. Slameto (2010:20) says that interest is a permanent inclination 

of the soul to notice and remember some activities or activities. A person who is 

interested in an activity and cares for it consistently with pleasure. According to 

Syah (2012: 132), there three kinds of the students’ learning interest factors, 

namely: 
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1. Internal factors  

Internal factor is a factor of within the self that includes two aspects, 

namely: 

a. Physiological Aspects 

The physical condition that marks the body's fitness level, this can affect the 

spirit and intensity of students in learning. 

b. Psychological Aspects  

Psychological aspects is an aspect of within students consisting of, 

intelligence, students’ talent, students’ attitudes, students’ interests, and 

students’ motivation. 

2. External Factors  

External factors consist of two kinds, namely social environmental factors 

and environmental factors nonssocial.  

a. Social Environment 

 The social environment consists of schools, families, communities and 

classmates. 

b. Nonsocial Environment 

The nonsocial environment consists of school buildings and their location, 

subject matter factors, study time, home living conditions, learning tools. 

 

3. Learning Approach Factor 

Learning approach factor is all the ways or strategies used by students in 

supporting the effectiveness and efficiency of the process of studying certain 

materials. 
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2.1.8 Review of Previous Related Research 

As the previous research, several researchers revealed with this research, 

such as the research which was conducted by Dian (2014) about “The 

Relationship Between The Students’Interest inLearning English and their 

Academic Achievement in SMP Brawijaya Smart School” in her thesis which was 

present the study that explored two problems: (1) How is the SMP Brawijaya 

Smart School students’ interest in learning English? (2) How is the relationship 

between student interests in learning English with their academic achievement? 

Then the study use SIQ questionnaire as the instrument to find out the students’ 

interest in learning English which contained of 18 questions. For analyzing the 

data, this study uses SPSS program (ANOVA and Pearson correlation). 

The study uses quantitative research since the writer tried to calculate the 

questionnaire. The data of this study were the SIQ questionnaire which is filled by 

eight grade students at SMP Brawijaya Smart School. By analyzing 88 

questionnaires which are filled by eight grade students of SMP BSS, the writer 

revealed the following finding: (1) there are many students that have well enough 

interest in learning English, (2) there is relationship between students’ interest in 

learning English with their academic achievement, (3) environment gives great 

influence to students’ interest in learning. 

However, this research will examine the correlation between the students’ 

interest in English learning and their listening comprehension. It is different from 

several previous researcher above for the researcher interested to conduct the 

research about  “The Correlation Between Interest in Learning English and 
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Listening Comprehension  in the Eleventh Grade of Sekolah Menengah Atas 

Kemala Bhayangkari Kotabumi Academic Year 2017/2018.” 

 

 

2.2 Frame of Thinking 

 Refferring to what had been disscused in the previous part, it is assumed 

that students’ interest in learning are important factors that can influence students’ 

success in mastering second language and their listening comprehension. 

 

 

 

PICTURE 1 

THE CORRELATION BETWEEN INTEREST IN 

LEARNINGENGLISH AND LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

 

  

 

2.3 Hypotesis 

 Concerning to the theories and frame of thinking above, the writer 

formulates the hypothesis as follow: 

    There is no significant correlation between interest in learning English 

and listening comprehension in the Eleventh grade of SMA Kemala 

Bhayangkari Kotabumi North Lampung academic year 2017/2018. 

    There is significant correlation between interest in learning English and 

listening comprehension in the Eleventh grade of SMA Kemala 

Bhayangkari Kotabumi North Lampung academic year 2017/2018. 

 

  

Student Interest in Learning English 

(X) 

 

Listening Comprehension 

(Y) 


