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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 Background of the Problems 

Reading is the process for the reader to understand the meaning intended by 

the writer as well as the process of interaction between the reader and the text in 

which the reader relates the idea from the text to prior knowledge and 

experiences. Reading is an active process in which the readers are active in 

recognising their purpose using their brain and also schemata to understand the 

text in order to get both explicit and implicit information stated. To get the 

information the students need to comprehend what they have read. The 

comprehension means an understanding of the information that words and 

sentences are communicating in a reading text. 

Therefore, comprehension an important role in reading activity. It mean that 

someone who has good reading comprehension in order to help them acquire 

knowledge, for they get knowledge mostly from reading. In senior high school, 

students are focused to comprehend kinds of texts in  English reading activity. 

They are doing the process determined by emotion, beliefs bring to the knowledge 

or information from reading and understanding the information together as they 

read a texts. In addition, reading comprehension is very important for students to 

know information from the text, then connecting prior knowledge to get new 

information and comparing the idea of the texts. 
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From the explanation above, it can be said the reading comprehension is 

important for the students who learn English especially in reading activity. 

However, in fact, the students often face difficulties in learning English because 

they are still have low comprehension of reading certain text because the students 

are not aware on the purpose of reading certain text and they are think reading is 

boring activity. Based on the writer’s preliminary observation in the eleventh  

grade of Madrasah Aliyah  Al – Islamiyah Kotabumi, the writer found that 

students have difficulties in reading comprehension and the low score can be seen 

at the table as bellow: 

TABLE 1 

THE STUDENTS’ SCORE OF READING COMPREHENSION 

 

No 
Interval 

Score 

Clases 
Total Percentage % 

Class XIA Class XIB 

1 80—89  8 7 15 22.05% 

2 70—79 7 6 13 19.11% 

3 60—69 13 12 25 36.76% 

4 50—59 8 4 12 17.64% 

5 40—49  2 1 3 4.41% 

Total  38 30 68 100% 
 

Source : Teacher of Madrasah Aliyah Al – Islamiyah Daarul Khair Kotabumi 

Based on the table, it can be seen that from 68 students who followed the 

test, there were only 58 students who got score more than the passing grade, 

which was 60. It means that there were only 77.93% students who categorized 

passed, and students with percentage 22.06% were categorized did not passed the 

passing grade. 

Based on the researcher in the class and discussion with the English teacher, 

there are problems as follow: The students seems lack of interest in reading 

activity and they are not aware on their purpose of reading certain text. They have 
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different style to take the knowledge of reading, it might be caused by their having 

low of concentration , the student from low socio econmic background do not buy 

books, and the student from low SES the families is not enough to facilitate their 

skill in reading comprehension.And then these problem  bring effect to the 

students other language skill. Therefore, the teacher should help and motivate his 

or her students in reading activity. But the teacher said the low reading 

comprehension ability influenced some factor. The factor are come from the 

inside students’ such intelligence, interest, passion, skill, readiness, learning 

strategy and motivation.  And outside of the students’ such environment which is 

divided into three; they are family, school, and society. The first environment is 

family. Family relates to the family member relation, home situation, economic 

factor, etc. The second environment is school. School environment includes to the 

learning method, curriculum, teacher’s relation to the students, relation students to 

students, school discipline, teaching aids, allocation time, etc. The last 

environment is society. Society relates to the students condition in society, mass 

media, friends, etc. 

Then the external or which come from the outside of the students such 

environment, and the first environment is family factors which can be influence to 

the students’ reading comprehension. So, family is important in learning English 

process because support by family in learning English especially in reading 

comprehension make students success in their learning process. The economic of 

the parents will influence in reading comprehension, because the children needs 

facility to support their learning process. Therefore, it is important that a students 
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have support by family and support facilities learning by family in reading 

process. 

In addition, the researcher assume that socio-economic background of the 

parent can be influence to the students’ reading comprehension. A comprehension 

of reading cannot only be developed by learning but also must be developed by 

socio-economic of the parents. If their parents’ from high socio-economic can 

give the complete facility for their children’s education which can make their 

children success in school. Morerever, the students have good reading skill 

because the parents’ can give more time for their children to read and the parent’s 

can give their children the facility needed to support their learning process. 

Meanwhile, the student’s from lower socio-economic might not have enough 

facility from their parents, so the learning process cannot be effective. Therefore, 

socio-economic of the parents is important to reading comprehension.  

However, bulding reading comprehension is not easy. As it happens to the 

eleventh grade of Madrasah Aliyah Al-Islamiyah Kotabumi the students still have 

low comprehension of reading certain text because the students not be able to 

memorize appropriate vocabulary in order to comprehend what the content of the 

text. It can be seen during the reading classroom activities that the students seem 

to lack interest in reading and they are not aware on their purpose of reading 

certain text because reading is boring activity. The students lack of interest in 

reading activity might be one of the factors causing students also not complete 

facilities when they are reading, it can be seen during the reading classroom 

activities they are difficult to comprehend the meaning of the text. 
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 Therefore, it is important to find out and to do the investigation whether there 

is any correlation between parents’ socio-economic background and reading 

comprehension. If there are found the correlation among the variables, it should 

be suggested to attempt to build the reading comprehension among the students. 

Based on the background above, the writer assume that want to know the 

correlation between parents’ socio-economic background and reading  

comprehension. Therefore, in this case the researcher is interested in 

conducting a research with the tittle “The Correlation between Parents’ Socio-

economic Background and Reading Comprehension  at the Eleventh Grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah al- Islamiah Daarul Khair Kotabumi Academic Years 

2017/2018“  

 

1.2 Identification of the Problems 

Based on the background of the problems above, the researcher identifies 

some problems as follows: 

a. the students still have low reading comprehension; 

b. the students lack of  interest in reading activity; 

c. the students are not aware on their purpose of reading certain text; 

d. the student have lower concentration in reading comprehension. 

e. the students lack learning facility 
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1.3 Limitation of the Problems 

Based on the identification of the problems, the researcher whould like to 

focus the investigation only on “there is  Correlation between Parents Socio-

economic Background and Reading Comprehension  at the Eleventh Grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah al- Islamiah Daarul Khair Kotabumi Academic Years 

2017/2018“  

 

1.4 Formulation of the Problems 

Based on the limitation of the problem, the problem formulation is as 

follows: “Is there significant correlation between Parents Socio-economic 

Background and Reading Comprehension  at the Eleventh Grade of Madrasah 

Aliyah al- Islamiah Daarul Khair Kotabumi Academic Years 2017/2018“ 

 

1.5 Objective of the Research 

In line with the formulation of the problems, the objective of this research is 

to find out whether there is significant correlation between parents’ socio-

economic background and reading comprehension at the Eleventh Grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah al- Islamiah Daarul Khair Kotabumi Academic Years 2017/2018 

 



 7 

 

 

 

 

1.6 Uses of the Research 

The uses of the research are as follows: 

1. Theoretically, This research will support the previous theory relate to the 

correlation between parents socio-economic background and reading 

comprehension 

2. Practically, the research is hopped to be beneficial for some parties as 

follows: 

a. For the English teachers : this research finding can give information to the 

teacher about the correlation between parents’ socio-economic background 

and reading comprehension. 

b. For the next researcher : as the additional reference for the next 

researcher’s who want conduct a research with the same  about  the 

correlation between parents’ socio-economic background and reading 

comprehension. 


