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CHAPTER II 

THEORY REVIEW, FRAME OF THINKING, AND HYPOTHESYS 

 

2.1 Theory Review 

2.1.1 Concept of  Reading Comprehension  

  Reading is one of the four skills that should be learned by students. 

Reading is a process for the reader to understand the meaning intended by the 

writer.  According to Nunan (2003:68), reading is a fluent process of readers 

combining information from a text and their own background knowledge to build 

meaning. According to Mc Namara (2006:3) reading as an extraordinary 

achievement when one consider the number of levels and component that must be 

mastered. Maenwhile, Harmer (2007:99) says that reading is usefull for language 

acquisition. Reading also has a positive effect on students’ vocabulary knowledge, 

on their spelling and on their writing. He adds that at different times we can 

encourage students to focus on vocabulary, grammar, or punctuation. According 

to Brown (2004:185), reading is like wise a skill that teachers simply expect 

learners to acquire. In addition, according to Nation (2009:49) explains that 

reading is a source of learning and enjoyment. 

  Therefore, it can be concluded that reading is an important  skill to convey 

the message or information of the texts. It means that reading is a process that is 

done for the reader to understand the meaning intended by the writer and also 

used by the reader to get the information delivered through word or texts of the 

media, the reader will know what they read, getting knowledge and are challenge 

to respond the idea. Reading comprehension is the construction of the meaning of 

a written or spoken communication through a reciprocal, holistic interchange of 
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ideas between the interpreter and the message. The presumption here is that 

meaning resides in the intentional problem-solving, thinking processes of the 

interpreter, that the content of the meaning is influenced by that person’s prior 

knowledge and experience. Harris, Hodges (1995:39).  Meanwhile, 

comprehension is the ability to understand something or the process  in 

understanding to something. According to Mc Namara (2006:4) comprehension is 

not always effortless and fast of course. Similarly, Klingner (2007:151) stated that 

comprehension is a person’s skill to understand what being read or discussed. In 

line with the previous definition, Nation (2009:71) says comprehension is very 

important to develop fluency in reading. 

   Based on some statements above, comprehension is an ability to know 

about something, to explain and to guide others in a certain activity. It is also 

defines as the complex cognitive process involving the intentional interaction 

between reader and text to convey meaning. In relevant with the explanations, 

Klingner (2007:2) states that reading comprehension is the process of constructing 

meaning by coordinating a number of complex processes that include word 

reading, word and word knowledge, and fluency. According to Grabe (1991:375) 

the reading chomprehension is a combination of identification and interpretation 

skills.   Therefore, it can be concluded that reading  comprehension 

is the ability of students to convey the message or information of the texts and the 

process of constructing meaning by which the reader coordinating a number of 

complex process that included by word reading, word and word knowledge and 

fluency. 

 



10 

 

 

 

 

2.1.2 Types Of Reading 

   According to Brown (2004:186-189) in Language assesment, there are 

some cases of reading, variety of performance in reading is derived more from the 

multiplicity of types of texts than from variety of overt types of performance. 

Nevertheless, for considering assesment procedures, several types of reading 

performance are typically identified, and these will serve as organizers of 

asessment tasks.  

 

1. Perceptive 

   Perceptive reading is taking at the beginning level of students. At the 

beginning level of reading a second language lies a set of tasks that are 

fundamental and basic: recognition of alphabetic symbols, capitalized and 

lowercase letters, punctuation, words, and grapheme—phoneme correspondences. 

The tasks involve attending the components of larger streches of discourse: letters, 

words, punctuation, and other graphemic symbol. Bottom—up processing is 

implied. Assessment of basic reading skills may be carried out in a number of 

different ways. 

   First, reading aloud is the test—taker sees separate letters, words, and/or 

short sentences and reads them aloud, one by one, in the presence of an 

administrator. Second, written response which the test—taker’s task is to 

reproduce the problem in writing. Third, multiple—choice responses are not only 

a matter of choosing one of four or five possible answer. Some of which are 

especially useful at the low levels of reading, include same/different, circle the 
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answer, true/false, choose the letter, and matching. Fourth, picture—cued items 

test—taker  are shown a picture, along with a written text and are given one of a 

number of possible tasks to perform. 

2. Selective 

  Selective reading is largely an artifact of assessment formats. In order to as 

certain one’s reading recognition of lexical, grammatical, or discourse features 

picture—cued tasks, matching, true/false, multiple—choice, so on. Stimuly 

include sentences, brief paragraphs, and simple charts and graphs. Brief responses 

are intended as well. Selective reading includes what many incorrectly think of as 

testing “vocabulary and grammar.” Some possible tasks in selective reading 

lexical and grammatical aspects are multiple—choice (for from—focused 

criteria), matching tasks, editing tasks, picture—cued tasks, and gap—filling 

tasks. 

3. Interactive 

Interactive reading types are stretches of language of several paragraphs to 

one page or more in which the reader must, in a psycholinguistic sense, interact 

with the text. The focus of interactive task is to identify relevant features(lexical, 

symbolic, grammatical, and discourse) within texts of moderately short length 

with the objective of retaining the information that is processed. Top—down 

processingis typical of such task, although some instances of bottom—up 

performancemay be necessary. The tasks format are through charts, graphs, and 

other. The types of task are close tasks, short—answer tasks, editing(longer texts), 

ordering tasks, and scanning. 
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4. Extensive 

 Extensive reading is applies to texts of more than a page up to and 

including professional articles, essays, technical reports, short stories, and books. 

Extensive reading involves some what longer texts like journal articles, technical 

reports, longer essays, and short stories. Assessing extensive reading tasks are: 

skimming, summarizing, responding to reading, and note—taking 

   Extensive reading is a form of learning from meaning-focused input 

Nation, (2009:50). During extensive reading learners should be interested in what 

they are reading and should be reading with their attention on the meaning of the 

text rather than on learning the language features of the texts. 

Based on the statement above, those types of reading can help the teachers 

to know about the kind of assessment that can be used to know how far students 

understand about the text. The types of assessment are categorized under the types 

of reading namely perceptive, selective, interactive and extensive. In this research 

the researcher will conduct at eleventh grade of Madrasah Aliyah  Al- Islamiah 

Daarul Khair Kotabumi which is included tyeps of extensive reading for the kind 

of assesment.the researcher use the extensive because in senior high school 

already learning type of the text and understanding the meaning in reading text. 

The student should be reading with their attention on the meaning of the text than 

on learning the language features of the texts. And the researcher think extensive 

reading is kind of assessment in reading comprehension. 
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2.1.3 The Level of  Reading Comprehension 

 The level of reading comprehension involves more of an active role on the 

part of the reader. Nation (2009:34) explains the four specification focus of 

reading comprehension. The aspects are: (1) literal comprehension of the text 

which involves understanding what the text explicit says; (2) Drawing inferences 

from the text, This involves working out the main idea of the text, taking 

messages from the text that are not explicitly stated but which could be justified 

by reference to the text; (3) using the texts for other purposes in addition to 

understanding. This involves applying ideas from the text to solve problems, in 

the text to personal experience, comparing ideas in the texts with other ideas from 

outside the text; (4) responding critically to the text. This involves considering the 

quality of the evidence in the text, evaluating the quality of expression and clarity 

of language of the text, expressing agreement or disagreement with the ideas in 

the text, and expressing satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the text. 

 In conclusion, from those explanation, the researcher take the specification 

of reading comprehension from Nation which consist of two aspects the focus of 

comprehension question in reading comprehension assessment.  

 

2.1.4 Assessing  Reading Comprehension 
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Assessing reading is an activity to measure student’s reading comprehension. 

Klinger (2007:14) explain that assessing reading comprehension is assessment 

tests require students to read certain passages of text and then answer question 

based on what they have just reading.  The reading texts can be taken from 

textbooks, novel, newspaper, magazine, academic journal, letter, time table. The 

texts can be in the forms of newspaper report, advertisement.  

The techniques that might be used to test reading skills are multiple 

choice, true/false, completion, short answer, guided short answer, summary cloze, 

information transfer, identifying order of events, identifying referents, guessing 

the meaning of unfamiliar words from context.  

1. Multiple choice items test. Multiple choice test is the test-takers provide 

evidence of successful reading by marking a mark against one out of a 

number of alternatives. Its strengths and weakness have been presented 

earlier.  

2. True/false items test True or false test is the test-takers should respond to a 

statement by choosing one of the two choices, true or false.  

3. Completion items test. Completion items test is the students are required to 

complete a sentence with a single word.  

4. Short Answer Items test it is in the form of questions and requires the 

students to answer briefly.  

5. Guided short answer this is the alternative of short answer in which students 

are guided to have the intended answer. They have to complete sentences 

presented to them.  
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6. Summary cloze a reading passage is summarized by the tester, and then gaps 

are left in the summary for completion by the test-takers. This is really the 

extension of the guided short answer.  

7. Information transfer one way to minimize demands on writing by test-takers 

is to require them to show successful completion of a reading task by 

supplying simple information in a table, following a route on a map, labeling 

a picture, and so on.  

8. Identifying order of events, topics or arguments the test-takers can be 

required to number the events etc.  

9. Identifying referents one of the micro skills listed previously was the ability 

to identify referents.  

10. Guessing the meaning of unfamiliar words from context.  The techniques 

above are among the many techniques of testing reading. In scoring the 

reading test, Hughes (1989) suggested that errors of grammar, spelling or 

punctuation should not be penalized, as long as it is clear that the test-taker 

has successfully performed the reading task which the item set. The function 

of a reading test is to test reading ability  

Based on theory above, it can be concluded that there are kinds of test that can be 

used for assessing reading comprehension. The researcher chose multiple choice 

items test to know the role of the students reading comprehension. 

 

2.1.5 Some Factors influencing  Reading Comprehension  

There are two factors that influence the achievement in learning proses in 

reading with some factors internal and external. The internal factors are factors 
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that come from the inside students such intelligence, interest, passion, skill, 

readiness, learning strategy and motivation. Many factors external that influence 

achievement in learning reading. According to Slameto (2010:54), the factors are: 

family, school, and society 

 

1. Family  

There are several types of how family contributed to their children such as in 

learning:  

a. How parents educate their children  

The family is the first and main educational institution. How important the 

role of the family in the education of his child. How to educate their children 

will be influence their children's learning. The parents must pay attention to 

their children's education, for the example if the parents no matter with 

learning his child, not paying attention to the interests and learning needs of 

his child, not set the child's learning time, does not complet his child's 

facilities learning , do not want to know how to progress in learning his child, 

and others. Its can make the child not to be successful in learning, even if the 

child is smart if there is no concern from his or her parents then the child will 

become lazy in learning. Usually this happens to a child whose parents are 

both too busy taking care of their work. This is where the role of parents 

greatly influence in the learning process of children because parents have an 

important  in guiding and educating their children. 

b. Family relationships 
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the relationship between the family greatly influence the success of his child’s 

learning process, guiding and caring parents influence for his child will build 

a good relationship to family especially parent’s. 

c. The situations of home 

The home situations or events that exist in the house. situations the house is 

not good as often noisy between the two parents, it  will make the child can 

not learn well and it make children lazy to learn, so children’s can good learn 

should be created situations in home of a quiet and peaceful home. 

Democratic parents and able to directed of their children to education-

oriented activities, likes to challenge children to think and likes to encourage 

children to be independent are parents  have good attitude that children need 

as a good preparation for studying in school. The house also influence the 

children’s attitude towards books and reading also reading English. If the 

parents would like of reading and have more book collections and often 

invites children to reading, its can make the children will be like to reading. 

The quality of the childrens’ experience at home is also important for the 

process of learning in reading comprehension. 

d. The condition economic of the family 

The condition economic will be influence of the children learning proses. 

Children do learning must be support by the parent’s for facilities learning 

such as study rooms, chairs, lighting, stationeries, textbooks and others. With 

the support the facilities learning can make children becomes motivated to 

good learning, especially in reading material. 

2. School 
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school environment includes to the learning method, curriculum, teacher’s 

relation to the students, relation students to students, school discipline, 

teaching aids, allocation time, and other. 

3. Societi  

Society relates to the students condition in society, mass media, friends, 

and other. 

 

In conclusion, based on the explanation above, some factor external 

condition especially in parents’ socio-economic background used to encourage 

students to learn or to improve their knowledge and comprehension of learning 

reading material. Furthermore, at was explained that factor of condition economic 

of the parents’ is important for the students in learning process especially reading 

comprehension  

  

2.2 Concept of Parents Socio-economic Background 

Social conditions are the state of a country’s society at a given moment. 

Economics is defined as the use of money, energy, time, and valuable. According 

to Amato, Williams, et al in Considine and Zappla (2002:92) socioeconomic 

status is determind by an idividual’s achievements in: education; employment; 

and occuptional status; and income and wealth facilities. Based on the statement 

above, socio-economic background is a status of individual in environment or 

social position in society, it can be seen about level education, level employment, 

level income and occupational status of the people in society. In relevant with the 

explanations Joan in Kainuwa and Yusuf (2013:1) socioeconomic status and 
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parent’s level of education is part of a larger constellation of psychological and 

sociological variables influencing children’s school out comes. According to Joan 

in Kainuwa and Yusuf (2013:1) attendant on higer levels of education may be 

access to resources, suc as income, time, energy and community contacts, that 

allow for greater parental invalvement in a child’s education. Thus, the influence 

of socioenomic status and parents’ level of education on student outcome might 

best be represented as a relationship mediated by interaction among status and 

proses variables.  

To conclude, based on the expert opinion above, it can be inferred condition 

Parents’ Socio-economic Background in this research is position a person in 

society related to education level, income levels, employment and  occupation 

status in society. Thus, there are things affect the socio-economic level of society 

that also determine high level of one’s status in society and it is have the impact to 

the children education. 

 

2.2.1 The Role of Parents Socio-economic Background   

According to Slameto(2010:71) the family is very important in the 

education of his children’s. Some factors influence of learning children are 

parents and the neighborhood. Some studies show that the students’ economic 

level the influece of the students’ verbal skills. The high socio-economic status of 

the students and the higher of the verbal student abilities. Children who have 

learned support from the family environment will be supported the language and 

intelligence development of the child, as well as children's reading skills. 

According to Onocha in Kainuwa and Yusuf (2013:2) a children from a well 
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educated family with high socioeconomic background is more likely to perform 

better than a child from an illiterate family. This is because the child from an 

educated family has a lot of support such as a decent and good environment for 

academic work, parental support and guidence, enough textual and academic 

material and decent feeding.   

It can be concluded of parents socio-economic conditions in this research is 

the position of someone in society related to the level of education, income level 

or employment and wealth facilities, it can influence education of their children, 

for the goodnes of human beings are born to have equal and equal status. 

Meanwhile, in the reality of human being who becomes a citizen of a society, 

always have status or position and role. There are several factors that can be 

determine the high level of socioeconomic conditions of parents in the community 

,such as the level of education, occupation, income level, living environment 

conditions, property ownership, and participation in group activities of the 

community. 

 

2.2.2 Review of Previous Related Research  

One research on reading comprehension that factor such as parents’ socio-

economic background has correlation with students’ achievements in reading 

comprehension.  

Afi Cahyaningrum (2014), for example reported that the parents’ socio-

economic background, it is begun from their achievements in reading 

comprehension. It is explained in the title “The correlation between reading 

interest and parents’ socio-economic background with reading comprehension at 
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SMP Negeri se-Kabupaten Bantul academic years 2013/2014. The researcher used 

quantitative research and took grade IX at three SMP Negeri in Bantul, then the 

researcher which consists 194 students as sample of the research. 

The first result product moment in reading interest and reading 

comprehension score of rcount(0.989) greater than rtable (0.138). So it mean that H0 

is rejected and Ha is accepted. It can be conclude that there is correlation between 

reading interest and reading comprehension. The second result product moment in 

parents’ socio-economic background and reading comprehension score of 

rcount(0.984) greater than rtable (0.138). So it mean that H0 is rejected and Ha is 

accepted. It can be conclude that there is correlation between reading interest and 

reading comprehension. The parents’ socio-economic background. So there is 

correlation significant reading interest and parents’ socio-economic background 

have contributed to reading comprehension was determination 98.4% and 

remaining was determined by the other factors outside variable.  

    

 

2.3 Frame of Thinking 

 . 

Reading comprehension is a person’s ability to understand the content of a 

reading.  A person’s reading comprehension is strongly influenced by the amount 

of time spent doing the reading activity. The more reading time each day the 

higher the level of comprehension. Beside that, there are also several external 

factor  that influence achievement in learning reading include: family, school, and 
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society. From this opinion this research takes the factor of the parent’s 

socioeconomic background its influence on the ability to reading comprehension. 

 The economically’s parents of the student’s can be support to learning 

achievement, and compared with another students from more socioeconomic 

background. One of the supports the students success in learning process is if they 

have complete facility of learning process that can support their learning 

achievement especially reading comprehension. However, the socioeconomic 

background of the parent’s includes the level of education and the level of 

employment (income) because one’s education and work greatly affect the 

individual’s wealth or economy. In this research the socioeconomic level of the 

parents can be related of the reading comprehension. 

As a result, the frame of thinking in this study is described in the following figure. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 The Correlation Between Parents Socioeconomic Background  

and Reading Comprehension 

 

The picture above tells that there are two aspects being searched in this 

research namely socioeconomic background, and reading comprehension. 

However, there are two variables in this research, there is independent variables 

and dependent variable. The independent variable is socio-economic background 

which is symbolized by X. And the dependent variable is reading comprehension 

is symbolized by Y. 

Parents Socio 

economic 

Background 

 

(X) 

Students’ Reading 

Comprehension 

 

(Y) 
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Based on the picture above, the writer assume that there is correlation 

between independent variable (X) and dependent variable (Y). Also, the writer 

also wants to know the correlation between independent variable (X) and the 

dependent variable (Y). 

 

2.4 Hypothesis 

In line with the theories previously described which highlight the role of 

parent’s socio-economic background in reading comprehension, the researcher 

proposes the hypotheses as follows: 

H0: There is no significant correlation between parents’ socio-economic 

background and reading comprehension  at the eleventh grade of  Madrasah 

Aliyah Al- Islamiah Daarul Khair Kotabumi academic Year 2017/2018.  

Ha: There is significant correlation between parents’ socio-economic 

background and reading comprehension  at the eleventh grade of  Madrasah 

Aliyah Al- Islamiah Daarul Khair Kotabumi academic Year 2017/2018.  

 

 

 


