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 THEORY REVIEW, FRAME OF THINKING AND HYPOTHESES 

2.1  Theory Review 

2.1.1 Concept of  Vocabulary Retention 

  Vocabulary is one of the components in language. According to Richards 

(2001:4) vocabulary is one of the most abvious components of language and one 

of the first things applied lingustics turned their attention to. Richard and 

Renandya (2002:255) state that vocabulary is a core component of language 

proficiency  and provides much of the basic for how well lerners speak, listen, 

read and write.  

  According to Linse (2005:121), vocabulary is the collection of words that 

you use on a daily basic large. Vocabulary is very important to all the people 

because person’s vocabulary is the set of words within a language that are familiar 

to that person. Palmer in Richards and Rodgers (2002:37) stated “Vocabulary was 

one of the most important aspect of foreign language” it means that, it is very 

important to be mastered first. We can not speak well and understand written 

materials if we do not master it. No matter how successfully the sound of the 

foreign language is mastered, without words to express the wider range of 

meanings, communication in a foreign language just can not happen in any 

meaningful way. 

Vocabulary  retention  is an an action of retaining something. According to 

Hornby (2007:368), retention is an action of retaining something. In other words, 

retention means the action to remember things well. In addition, retention is 
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ability to keep or hold. If you have extraodinary power of retention, you 

remember everything you hear or learn. (vocabulary.com) 

According Richards (2002:457), vocabulary retention has been defined as 

the ability to recall or remember things after an interval of time. Mohammed 

(2009:61) defines vocabulary retention as the ability to keep the acquired 

vocabulary and retrieve it after a period of time to use it in different language 

contexts.  

Based on the theory above, it can be concluded that vocabulary retention is 

ability to remember or recall  the words after  several time of learning language. It 

is  means a  retention is action to remember things well.      

 According to Solahudin (2010:7), there are some catagorizes of vocabulary 

namely verb, adjective, noun, and adverb. Firstly, Barmadi (2012:43) states that 

verb consist of two. Those are regular verb and irregular verb. Regular verb is 

word who states activity or work followed additionl suffix –d or-, ed,- ied. By 

using double final consonant to be finished with – ed in verb1 to be verb 2 and 

verb 3. See example : 

Verb 1 Verb 2 Verb 3 Meaning 

Abhor Abhorred Abhorred Membenci 

Admire Admired Admired Mengagumi 

Amplify Amplified Amplified Memperkuat 

         (English Grammar) 

 Irreguler verb is word stating the  activity or work which is form is not 

followed by additional sufix- d or ed. But, verb 2 and verb 3 have different form. 

See example : 
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Verb 1 Verb 2 Verb 3 Meaning 

Beat Beat Beaten Memukul 

Begin  Began Begun Memulai 

Eat Ate Eaten Makan 

          (English Grammar) 

 Secondly, Barmadi (2012:33)  states that adjective is a word that is used to 

give character to a noun. There are three kinds of adjective. Those are descriptive 

adjective, quantitative adjective, and distributive adjective. The first descriptive 

adjective is word which describes character or situation of someone, animals or 

things. as in the examples below. 

Adjective Meaning Example 

Big Besar  Big bird 

Small  Kecil Small pen 

Good Baik Good student 

          (English Grammar) 

 The second is quantitative adjective is adjective which explains how many 

things are there or in what numeral order the things stands. Indefinate numeral 

adjective. Example : many, much, a lot of, lots of, etc. Distributive adjective is 

adjective that show various noun. Example : each, every, either and neither. 

Thirdly, Bramadi (2012:5) states there are six kinds of noun they are :  

a. Concret noun is noun which can be seen, hold and felt by someone. 

Example : mother, srudents, pen, docter,  and cat. 

b. Abstract noun is noun which can not be seen, hold and felt by 

someone. Example : kindness, illnes, and ability. 
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c. Countable noun is noun which can be counted  without nominal and 

changed into plural by using add of final –s or es. Example : student 

become 4 students and  book becomes 4 books.  

d. Uncountable noun is noun which can not be counted and must be 

added – s or es as plural form and can not be used – a and an. Example 

: water, milk,and  money. 

e. Singular noun the singular form is a type of noun that after refers to 

just one person or thing.  

Example : student, book, cat,  and pen. 

f. Plural noun is noun which explained the size of noun is more than one 

by using added – s or es. Example : students, books, cats, and pens. 

Forthly, According to Yulianto (2011:149) adverb is used to explain activity. 

Adverb can be put before or after verb, but not between verb and object. 

 Example : 

- I visited the dentist yesterday 

 Based on the theory above, it can be conluded that vocabulary is one 

component of language for doing listening, speaking, reading and writing. In 

addition vocabulary is a list of a group of words that have certain meaning. In 

learning english, students who have good reading interest, they will have a good 

in vocabulary retention. Therefore, vocabulary is one important component of 

language for daily in communication with other.   
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2.1.1.2 Assessing Vocabulary  

 Assessing vocabulary is an activity to measure students’ vocabulary. Read 

(2000:1)  states that assessing the vocabulary knowledge is both necessary and 

reasonably straightforward. It is necessary in the sense that words are the basic 

building blocks of language, the units of meaning from which larger structures 

such as sentences, paragraphs, and whole texts are formed. 

 According to Read (2000:170-185), there are some kinds of test in classroom 

progress tests among others: 

1. Matching items tests 

  The basic matching task requires learners to make a connection between 

target words and their synonyms or definitions. Such as, it is a recognition 

rather than a recall task. Focusing on basic word meaning. The standard 

practice is to group a number of words together with a large number of 

definitions. 

2. Completion items tests. 

  Completion or blank filling, items consist of a sentence form which the 

target  word has been delated and replaced by a blank. As in the contextualised 

matching format above, the function of sentence is to provide a context for the 

word and perhaps to cue a particular use of it.  

 

3. Generic test items. 

  Smits in Read (2000:177) states that generic test items a kind of items that 

can be used in the individualised vocabulary prgramme. Just before test, the 
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techer returns the individual list to each learner. Having coded the words with 

symbol such as #,- and *. In an individualised programme, these generic items 

offer a practical alternative to have separate tests for each learner in the class. 

 

4. The words-associates test.  

   The standard word associates task involves presenting subjects with a set 

of stimulus word one by one and asking them to say the first related word that 

comes into their head. Meara in Read (2000:181) decides to develop a word 

association task that would require the learners to select responses rather than 

supplying their own, as in the conventional approach. The basic idea is to 

present a stimulus word along with a group of other words, some of which is 

related in meaning to the stimulus word and others not.  

 

5. Multiple-choice items test 

  Multiple choice items test is one of the most widely used methods of 

vocabulary assesment, both for native speakers and second language leraners. 

Its limitation have also been recognised for a long time. Multiple choice items 

in particular have been commonly used standrdised test. 

  Based on the theory above, it can be concluded that there are kinds of test 

that can be used for assessing vocabulary. It can be appropriate with the students. 

In designing test, the test taker must have know the roles in making a test for 

assessing the students. Some kinds of test are matching items test, completion test, 

generic items test, the word associates test, multiple choice items test and etc.  
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2.1.2 Concept of Reading Interest 

There are many definition of interest. Many experts present the definition 

of interest that differ from one another but their ideas complete each other. 

According to Slameto (2010:180). Interest is a preferred taste and interest on a 

matter or activity, without any command. Basically, interest is an acceptance to a 

relationship between themselves and something outside them. The stronger or 

closer their relation, then the more interest. An interest can be expressed with a 

statement that show the students preafer  something than other thing, can be 

manifestated with a participation in one activity. Student who have interest to 

something certain subject tend to give attention more into that subject.  

Hilgard in Slameto (2010:57), state that “ interest is persiting tendency to 

pay attention to and encoy some activity or content”. Hidi and Reninger ( 

2006:112) states that interest is psychological states that the predisposition to 

reengage with particular classes of objects, events, or ideas over time. They add 

that there are at least two  ways in which interest can be distinguished from other 

motivational variables. First, interest includes both affective and cogitive 

components as separate but interacting systems. Typically, the affective 

component of interest describes positive emotions accompanying engagment, 

whereas the cognitive component refers to perceptual and representational 

activities related to engagment; second, both the affective and cognitive 

components of interst have biological roots.  

According to Brophy ( 2010: 184 ), interest implies focused attention to a 

lesson, text passage, or learning activity that occurs because the learner values or 
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has positive affective responses to its content or processes. Interest is freely 

chosing activity, which holds the attention and is a source of satisfaction and 

pleasure. Meanwhile, interest refers to motivate force which causes individual to 

give mention to a person, a thing or an activity, interest is closely related to  

attention. 

Dewey in lehman (2011:25) makes two basic assumptions about interest. 

Firts, he belived that interest leads to active learning that was more likely to 

statisfy basic intellectual and intrapersonal need. Secound, he belived that interest 

could not be imposed externally, but needed to be fostered in the classroom by 

providing students wirh a variety of materials and educational opporunities that 

capitalized on their exsiting preferences and motivations.  Interest has a high 

important role in influencing learning activity which  includes emotion, feeling, 

attention, satisfication, motivation and pleasure.the personal positive interest   and 

attitudes of each lerner will increase the  chance for success. 

From the definition  above, it can be concluded that reading interest is one  

important in the component of language for getting information. There are two 

types of interest namely personal and situational interest. Personal interest refers 

to information that is of enduring personal value, activated internally, and topic-

specific. Situational interest refers to information that is of temporary value, 

environmentally activated, and context- specific. Information that is unusually or 

releveant within a particular context falls into the catagory. 

 

2.1.2.1  Types of Interest 
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Lehman (2011:28) mentions two types of interest namely personal and 

situational interest. Personal interest refers to information that is of enduring 

personal value, activated internally, and topic-specific.  Personal interest also is 

referred to as individual or topic interets. The basic of personal interest appears to 

be pre-exiting knowledge, personal experiences and emotions. Situational interest 

refers to information that is of temporary value, environmentally activated, and 

context- specific. Information that is unusually or releveant within a particular 

context falls into the catagory.  

    Based on the theory, the researcher has identified types of interest. There 

are two types of interest, such as situational interest and individual interest. 

Firstly, situational interest refers to focused attention and  affective re-action that 

is triggered in the moment by environmental stimuli, which may or may not last 

over time. In addition, situational interest has been shown to narrow inferencing, 

focus attention, enable, integration of information with prior knowledge, and 

enhance levels curiosity of learning (Hidi,2006:133). 

According to Brophy (2010:185) situational interest is triggered in the 

moment, emerging in response to something in the situational that catches our 

attention and motivates us to focus on it and explore it further. In addition, 

situational interest is more memontary and situational bound; in other 

words,humorous conversation, or colorful objects.  

Situational interest, on the other hand, is “evoked by something in the 

immediate environment, and consequently may or may not have a long-term 

effect on individual’s knowledge and value” (Hidi, 2001:193). It focuses on the 

environment and contextual factors. In the case of reading, these include 



36 

 

 

 

“characteristics of the text, inducements, and social activities surrounding the 

reading event” (Wade,1999:197). Situational interest has been associated with 

“extrinsic” motivation and has been called “externally triggered motivation” 

(Hidi, 2001:203). 

Secondly, according to Hidi and Renniger (2006:133), individual interest 

has been found to have postive impact on attention, recognition, and recall; 

persistence and effort; academic motivation; and levels of learning. In addition, 

the positive affect associated with the levels of interest generated from both 

situational interest and individual factors has been found to contribute to cognitive 

performance.  

According to Pintrich in Harackiewie (2009:44), individuals can pursue 

these two types of goals in one of two ways: by trying to attain the desire 

outcome, such as learning as possible (mastery-approach) and doing better than 

others (performance-approach), or trying to avoid negative outcomes such as not 

learning the material (mastery-avoidence) or doing worse than others 

(performance avoidence). As mentioned earlier, the goals that individuals choose 

to pursue in achievement setting provide purposes, or reasons, for task engagment, 

and serve to orient their attention and effort while engaged in the activity.  

According to Hidi (2001:103),  individual interest “develops slowly, tends 

to be long lasting, and is associated with increased knowledge and value”. Wade 

(1999:197),  associate individual interest with “personal significance, positive 

emotions, high value, and increased knowledge”. It has also been equated with 

“intrinsic” motivation. Many studies cited by Hidi & Baird (1988) have shown 

that cognitive performance as measured by many different indicators improved 
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with personal interest. Typical indicators of interest are increased attention, 

greater concentration, pleasant feelings, and increased willingness to learn. 

 Based on the theory above, both situational interest and individual interest 

have been described as consisting of two phases in which interest is triggered and 

subsequent phase in which interest is manntained. It means that situational interest 

and individual interest in terms of both the components of interest processes. 

 

2.1.3 Review of Previous Related Research 

In this part, researcher will serve the previous related research related to 

some problame. A research researcher conducted by Meli (2010) with the title “ 

The Correlation between Students’ Reading Interest and their Vocabulary 

mastery. The researcher  used random sampling technique. She used questionnaire 

to know students reading interest and multiple choice test to know students’ 

vocabulary mastery. For data analysis the reseacher it was gainedthe score of rxy = 

0.87 and rtable = 0.312; it cab be seen that  rxy > rtable, it means that Ha was accepted. 

Meanwhile, it was also found that coeffecient correlation which is gotten was 

(rxy)
2 
= (0.78)

 2 
= 0.6084 multiplied  by 100% became 60.84. it means that students 

reading interest which was determined by vocabulary mastery was about 60.84% , 

the remaining was 39.16 was determined by other factors.  

  

2.2 Frame of Thinking 
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There are four language skills to be mastered, listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing; however, reading is the important one. Reading commonly becomes a 

boring process, so the students need to have high interest in reading text. Reading 

interest is very important, someone who have good interest in reading  is assumed 

to increase their vocabulary retention. In addition, students’ reading interest and 

motivation of students are  very important to increase their vocabulary retention. 

Vocabulary rentention is ability to remember words for along time.  

 The writer concluded that reading interest will  bring students have good 

vocabulary retention. Then, the writer would like to describe the figure of the 

frame of thinking  in quantitative method as follows: 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE 1. 

FRAME OF THINKING 

 

The picture above tells there are two  variables in this research, there is 

one independent variables and one dependent variable. Based on the picture 

above, the writer assumes that there is connection between independent variable 

(X) and dependent variable (Y).  

 

 

Students’ Reading Interest 

(X) 

Students’ Vocabulary 

Retention(Y) 
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2.3 Hypotheses  

 Based on the theoretical assumption above, the writer construct the 

hypotheses of the research as follows: 

H0 : There is no significant correlation between reading interest and vocabulary 

retention at the eleventh grade of MA Al Islamiyah Kotabumi North Lampung 

Academic Year 2017/2018. 

 

Ha : There is significant correlation between reading interest and vocabulary 

retention at the eleventh grade of MA Al Islamiyah Kotabumi North Lampung 

Academic Year 2017/2018. 

 

 

 


