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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

1.1 Background of the Problems 

Reading is one of the main keys in language learning, due to the largest 

fount of information is in written shape. According to Yulia (2018:16) reading is 

an activity to comprehend ideas written or oral, to comprehending the meaning or 

message conveyed by the author, and requires thought processes or reasoning in 

reading comprehension activities. Therefore, reading can be said as a process to 

obtain information contained in the reading text, so to obtain information, stu-

dents must read a lot and comprehend what they are reading, because with reading 

students will obtain information that is sometimes do not conveyed by the teacher 

in the class. Correspondingly, teacher is required to assist students in developing 

reading skills.   

Meanwhile, much information that can be extracted from reading activities, 

through this knowledge in reading, students can deliver information in oral and 

written form, so in other words, reading can also help students improve communi-

cation skills. Especially in recent modern technological societies, students must 

read a lot in order to keep abreast of technological developments and advance-

ments. Thus, the ability to read is very important role in helping students learn 

various things. Through good and right reading activities, students can get the 

essence of the reading they read. The more essence that can be understood by 

students from the reading material, the more knowledge is obtained. This fact will
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certainly greatly help students for living in the future. In addition, students’ rea-

soning abilities will also develop rapidly when children succeed in getting infor-

mation through reading material at a broader level.  

Based on the challenges of the 21st century, ideally in learning reading 

requires students or younger generation to be able to filter and criticize informa-

tion. The younger generation who are unable to read properly and correctly, can 

certainly have fatal consequences, so that this nation will have difficulty compe-

ting with young generations from various other countries.  

In addition, based on the curriculum 2013, ideally in learning reading stu-

dents should be able to comprehend, observe, and identify reading texts, while, 

students must have sufficient vocabulary to comprehend the text in general, beside 

that students should also have a good understanding of grammar so they can un-

derstand the text along with the features contained in the text. For example, time 

information (tense), class words (part of speech), and so forth. Therefore, students 

must read a lot, so that knowledge about vocabulary and grammar can develop, 

and can make it easier for them to comprehend the text. Furthermore, problems 

related to reading comprehension achievement obtained from on the interview 

conducted by the researcher and one of English teacher at the date November 7th, 

2019 at SMP Negeri 4 Kotabumi, researcher got some facts.  

First, the students had low motivation, and if they had low motivation the 

possibility of success in learning would be lower. Therefore, the success of moti-

vation is an important factor in the student teaching process. From on real condi-

tions when learning in the reading classroom, most students are not interested in 

reading; there are only a few students who are interested in reading and reading all 
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the contents of the text. Sometimes the teacher only stimulate the students by 

saying that all of the reading activities that exist in the learning process would be 

assessed, with the aim that students had would read in the classroom.  

Second, the students could not comprehend text are caused by the low voca-

bulary mastery to support they in comprehend reading text, they had difficulties in 

comprehending and getting ideas or meanings from the contents of the reading 

text. For example, the teacher gave a reading text to students and asked them to 

read then explain again what they had understood from the text. However, stu-

dents were only reading without comprehending the content of the text. This is 

due to students doing not bring a dictionary when learning English in the class-

room, so as to got comprehension of vocabulary that they do not knew they had 

difficulties in getting ideas. As a result, students had difficulties to comprehend-

ing the reading text, and answer questions that gave by the teacher related to the 

contents of the text. 

Last, the low of a reading culture in students, so that it will had an impact on 

the ability to analyze the discourse (text) that is read. Therefore, level of students’ 

reading comprehension would be determined how high the level reading culture or 

their reading comprehension, so that could be seen when they work on the ques-

tions, the reality indicate that the questions given mostly require students’ com-

prehend in finding and determining the main ideas, main sentences, vocabulary, 

and grammar, so that without the ability to reading comprehension, students diffi-

culty when answer the questions.  

Furthermore, this is where the important role of reading habit are in deter-

mining students’ reading comprehension to achieve the standard target of gradua-
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tion value that had been designated in the school is 70. Most of the students 

scored less than the standard passing grade, it was identified that the students’ rea-

ding comprehension is low. Therefore, the results of students' reading compre-

hendsion test could be seen as follow: 

TABLE 1 

THE RESULTS OF STUDENTS’ READING COMPREHENSION TEST 

AT THE EIGHTH GRADE OF SMP NEGERI 4 KOTABUMI   

ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/2021 
 

No. 
Interval 

Score 

Classes 
Total Percentage (%) 

7A 7B 7C 7D 7E 7F 

1. 20-26 4 3 1 4 - 1 13 7.38% 

2. 27-33 3 5 1 1 4 1 15 8.57% 

3. 34-40 4 7 2 9 5 2 29 1.47% 

4. 41-47 2 4 3 11 14 4 38 21.59% 

5. 48-54 5 8 4 1 4 3 25 14.25% 

6. 55-61 2 1 3 3 2 10 21 11.98% 

7. 62-68 - - 3 - - 5 8 4.55% 

8. 69-75 - - 8 - - 4 12 6.8% 

9. 76-82 2 - 3 - - - 5 2.89% 

10. 83-89 6 - 2 1 - 1 10 5.68% 

Total 28 28 30 30 29 31 176 100% 
 

(Source: English Teacher of SMP Negeri 4 Kotabumi) 

 

From on the table above, from 176 students’ who followed the test, there 

were only 27 students who got score up to standard score. It means that there were 

only 15.45% students that successfully passed, while the test of 84.79% unsuc-

cessfully finished the learning process, because the students still got the score of 

result under the grade standard. However, if the students who had the reading 

habit students high, they would obtain a satisfactory value. It means that they were 

successful in the learning process, but if their reading habit is low then they still 

had low in reading comprehension. 
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Meanwhile, low of students’ reading habit and reading comprehension in 

English cannot be said to be as cause of the teacher indifference. However, this 

returned to reading habit when students are still small, namely the more dominant 

role of parents in setting examples and shaping children’s reading habit. A child 

will be more interested and motivated to do something, if accompanied with 

examples and not just theory or telling, so that when the children’s enters school 

age then teachers must also play a role in fostering and developing a desire to read 

which can then improve students’ reading habit. Moreover, parents and teachers 

both have a very important role in shaping and improving children's reading habit. 

Furthermore, in this research the researcher only focused on the research of 

students’ reading habit and reading comprehension, because the important of rea-

ding habit in students’ reading comprehension. Therefore, reading habit is also an 

appropriate tool to build students’ reading levels, develop vocabulary, provide 

new knowledge, add to the self-enrichment process, and help understand each 

event or what is read. Especially when viewed from the current millennial era, the 

dominant of technology is more attractive to students than books. 

In addition, a good reader is a reader who can truly comprehend what has 

been read. However, this requires attention or concentration in ability that is very 

closely related to the knowledge of words and responsiveness to reading, so that 

reading habit show that students have good vocabulary, adequate vocabulary, and 

skills in summarizing vulnerable will encounter difficulties in reading compre-

hension. Correspondingly, reading without comprehend what is read is only in 

vain, while reading comprehension is important for students to add their know-

ledge. If students have good ability to comprehend the reading texts, students can 
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get much knowledge from the text such as new vocabulary, and other knowledge. 

Therefore, reading is one way to get a lot of new knowledge, so researcher choose 

reading habit because researcher only want to find out whether there is correlation 

between students’ reading habit and reading comprehension at SMP Negeri 4 

Kotabumi.  

Regarding to the explanation above, the researcher is interested to conduct a 

research entitled “The Correlation between Students’ Reading Habit and Reading 

Comprehension in English at the Eighth Grade SMP Negeri 4 Kotabumi Aca-

demic Year 2020/2021”.  

1.2 Identification of the Problem 

From on the background of the problem, the identification of the problem 

this research as follows: 

1. the students have low motivation in reading English text, 

2. the students have low vocabulary mastery to support them in comprehen-

ding the contents of reading, 

3. the low of reading culture in students. 

1.3 Limitation of the Problem 

From on the identification of the problem, the researcher limits the problem 

into the correlation between students’ reading habit and reading comprehension in 

English at the eighth grade of SMP Negeri 4 Kotabumi academic year 2020/2021. 
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1.4 Formulation of the Problem 

From on the limitation of the problem, the formulation of the problem in 

this research is there any significant correlation between students’ reading habit 

and reading comprehension in English at the eighth grade of SMP Negeri 4 

Kotabumi academic year 2020/2021? 

1.5 Objective of the Research 

From on the formulation of the problem, the objective of this research is to 

investigate whether there is significant correlation between students’ reading habit 

and reading comprehension in English at the eighth grade of SMP Negeri 4 

Kotabumi academic year 2020/2021. 

1.6 Usages of the Research 

The usages obtained from this research as follows. 

1. Theoretically, to support existing theories related to the correlation bet-

ween students’ reading habit and reading comprehension in English.  

2. Practically 

a. Teachers, especially to English learning teacher can be used as the addi-

tional information in learning reading class. 

b. Next Researchers, this research can be used as a reference material for 

those who want to do a research on the same subject in the future. 
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